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SIEGFRIED SASSOON
Trench Duty

Shaken from sleep, and numbed and scarce awake,
Out in the trench with three hours’ watch to take,
I blurider through the splashing mirk; and then
Hear the gruff muttering voices of the men
Crouching in cabins candle-chinked with light.
Hark! There’s the big bombardment on our right
Rumbling and bumping; and the dark’s a glare

Of flickering horror in the sectors where

‘We raid the Boche; men waiting, stiff and chilled,
Or crawling on their bellies through. the wire.
“What? Stretcher-bearers wanted? Some one killed?’
Five minutes ag6 I heard a sniper fire:

Why did he do it? . ... Starlight overhead —

Blank stars. I'm wide-awake; and some chap’s dead.
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Summary

The Invisible War:
D. H. Lawrence and the Great War

Masako Hirai

The general purpose of this paper (based on a lecture) is to introduce the
perspective of ‘the invisible War’', what went on in the world behind and at a
deeper psychological level than the actual warfare. More specifically, this is an
attempt to cast a new light on Women in Love, Lawrence’s novel written during
the War, by focusing on the half-hidden reference to the poems of the trench-
war and the implicit images of the War, violence, and madness, which are
scattered behind the story of love, family life, industry, socialization, education
and art.

Ninety years after the First World War, by contemplating on the graves, the
photographs, and the poems of the War, we can now observe what lay behind
the actual violence and deaths. Even between the gun-fires, poets like Sassoon
and Owen wrote about the futility and horror of the trench-war. A moving
photograph, taken by a British soldier, registers the enemy soldier, dead but still
sitting by the flooded trench as if alive, and the back of another British
photographer just walking away from the sight. A gravestone with the
inscription, ‘shot at dawn’, tells the resistance of the dead soldier's family
against the inhumanity and forgetfulness of the world. The monuments for the
dead, erected by those who survived, also tell the stories of disillusion in the
civilization which had once promised wealth and a better world but ended in
the sense of loss. | |

Not only the Warpoems but other literatures written around the War
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represent the fatal spirit. Lawrence never fought in the War, partly for his
physical condition, but his poverty and isolation during the War caused him to
fight the bitter war of martyrdom in England. His German wife made people
suspect.him for a spy. The banning of his previous novel, The Rainbow, killed
almost all his hope for publication. What could a man like him do, with the
eyes to see what other people did not see in the world during the War, yet
deprived of any means of making himself heard? The couple, living close to the
Zennor cliff in Comwall, were joined by J. M. Murry and Katherine Mansfield
who suffered nervous-breakdown after her dear brother died in France.

One of his short stories, England, My England, more directly représents
Lawrence’s sense of his ineffectuality, distance and fate of death along with
others, while registering the death of his Morris-like medievalism and romantic
farming in the Anglo-Saxon nature. With an attentive ear, we also hear in
Women in Love the words of the War-poets ‘walking in the dark’ and in ‘mud’,
and even the regretful voice of Kaiser during the War: ‘I did not want it to be

like this.’



