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Challenge of Change

Thank you for your very thoughtful introduction.

It's great pleasure for me to be visiting here at Kobe College today. I know
you are in the middle of festival week and I'm impressed that many of you are
attending a lecture. But it's important to me and [ was fairly pleased to be in-
vited because Kobe College is a very special institution and is representative to
me of what education is about.

[ have to reflect on a history of Kobe College. In the late 1800s, when two
'~ American women missionaries, believing how important education is, started |
the college. At the same time, there were many, well, not many, but there were
some very young Japanese women who Were set to the United States to study
by their family, and particularly fathers who believed education was important.

Neither the Americans who came here could speak Japanese or the Japa-
nese young women who went to the United States could speak English. And I
have to wonder if | would have had that courage, at that age, to undertake
what they did on both sides, because it couldn’t have been easy. And yet the
belief in importance of education, the desire to understand the different culture
and see the different part of the world was very important to them just as it is
for us today.

I've been very fortunate, living as [ was growing up, as I did in the state of
Kansas. How many of you know here Kansas is? I know you know, Dean, yeah.
It's right‘ in the middle of the United States. So we were rather insular in many
ways. And when | was growihg up in an era before television or before people
hopped on a plane and traveled it, going to Kansas City was a big adventure

for us or even Chicago.
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So I grew up at a different time just as my parents grew up in a very differ-
ent era, between two World Wars. World War One and World War Two for my
parents, and depression era in the United States. My children have grown up in
a different era and I look at my grandchildren and wonder just as I look at you
who are students here today and wonder what you will be facing as you enter
another era. One clearly that is much broader than mine was when I was grow-
ing up, you will be growing up in the world much more international, much
more engaged in the rest of the world. In that understanding of what the rest of
the world is like is so very important to us all. 7

But what Kobe gives to you as Kobe College and what my education [
hope gave to me was a sense of appreciation for learning, and appreciation for
an understanding of others. Because that really is the heart of what is all about
and the respect for education. | sometimes look at young people today and I
wonder what they will be willing to go through just to get an education.

I'm reading a book now about a biography of Alexander Hamilton. And
I'm not sure that many of you would remember him. But it's also about the
founding father in the United States of our constitution. And how many of them
really didn’t have the advantage of college education as we know it today. How
~many were self-taught because they read and read extensively in history and
classics. And they had time to think about what it was they were reading. And
it was that ability to perhaps have the time to reflect on those issues around us
that becomes important.

I never dreamed when | was at the university that [ would serve the United
States Senate. | had never planned on that career. Actually my first job was as a
receptionist for hallmark card, greeting cards. And | had to take tours at hall
mark plant in Kansas City.

I majored in political science but my father used to say, “what can you do
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with that degree?”. While I never thought I would be anything in the political
arena necessarily, but I grew up enjoying politics. I came from the family that
had been involved in politics and so I'd always been keenly interested.

But | married and had four children and didn’t pursue what I then had in-
tended with the graduate degree to teach. So at this juncture let me just pay
homage to those of you who are teachers here today. | don't think there is any
more honorable profession than teaching. I think all of us remember teachers
who influenced our lives. And for those of you who are students, who are
thinking of becoming teachers, I can’t think of a more valuable, honorable pro-
fession than ‘being a teacher. A teacher has more influence over young person
than almost anyone else. And the values that can be imparted by teaching are
enormous importance. But I valued my education and then raising family and
did those things that one does. | was on the local school board at that time and
we lived in a rural area. And I'm strong believer in local school boards, obvi-
dusly. And I think that actually strong boards of education are very important
for education system.

But as my children were grown, my youngest was a senior in high school,
when [ ran for the United States Senate, there was an open seat in the United
States Senate and a lot of my friends said they thought it was a good time‘for a
woman to run for the Senate. And so my life had changed at that point and my
children were grown to the point where 1 thought that would be something that
I would like to try and do. I was very fortunate in having friends and family
who were very supportive and who helped me campaign, who encouraged me
to do so. And I think for any of us says we are out in our lives, it’s friends and
family who lends such great support. | couldn’t have done that without that.

We are in the middle, as you probably know, in very témpestuous, maybe

you would say campaign season, in the United States. I've already voted absen-
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tee ballot and I trust it's counted. But Tuesday we selectv the President of the
United States. I think the turnout will biggest we've had in quite a while. I hope
so. Because actually in the last elections only about 50% of American people
have been participating in the elections. But a person does... one vote can
make a difference and you don't realize on the scale perhaps of a national
election. But you get down to legislative races in your prefectures or our states,
and it does make a difference; and it’s an important difference. And this ties to
education. |

In the United States I think we are moving closer and closer to a debate on
whether we have representative democracy or direct democracy.

Everybody might be able to have a chance to vote on an issue. We've
gone California as a state of a good example of referendums with all the new
initiatives that can be put on a ballot with initiatives or referendum and proving
something.

And so you get enormous fights at the local level on very important issues.
I myself am not sure that a direct democracy is best. I think a representative de-
mocracy allows a filter system. Because with direct democracy if everyone isn't
following an interest in what's happening, and thinking through those issues,
you’re very easily influenced by many extraneous circumstances.

I'm a little far from how I've got to the United States Senate. But mostly it
ties in how important education is. I never felt as a housewife that I was not
utilizing my education.

I think it is unfortunate today for either a young woman or young man and
particularly perhaps for women if they don’t have a career then their education
is wasted. Not true. I guess for one thing you never know as | didn’t know
when you might be called upon to pursue a very different road than one you

might have planned. But [ think for young women and particular, you bal-
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ance... we balance priorities in our life. Which, perhaps, is more sensitive to
than men? Women have to balance responsibilities of older parents, a family
that we need to way out in the choices we make. And at one time maybe one
thing and another at maybe another. But if you are prepared and if you have
given to education, something that will enable you to feel comfortable with
yourself and secure in your knowledge. Then [ think those priorities become
clear. The opportunities greater and you are prepared to step forward when
called upon.

I was very lucky being, | say, at right time at the right place. They want
many women for elected national office at that time to serve United States Con-
gress. Today, at one point, when two years ago, | was the only women Senate,
today there are fourteen or sixteen, I should have looked it up, but I think four-
teen. So it won’t change, there always be women representatives, the House of
Representatives and the Senate. And it's no longer a big deal, it’'s a voice that is
heard, just as men’s voice and women’s voices were there all engaged, where
they’re looking at economics, foreign policy, heath care, all the issues that ef-
fect us aH, regardless our gender.

But the women who serve as governors, women who are serving as state
legislators at a dimension, and I think of voice that is important. But just as im-
portant is the voice that you make heard in your neighborhood, your school,
the community, because it m}akes a difference. I would just suggest even at
Kobe College, if you feel something needs to be changed, it is an opportunity
to be engaged in learning how to address what is you feel needs to be
changed. May be it is some curriculum. [ don’t know what it might be, [ don’t
want to suggest rerte at college. But whatever you feel, it is one thing to criti-
cize, it is another to know how to be constructive in making the case for what

needs to be different.
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For us in the United States, this has been a very, very contentious presiden-
tial election. I myself, | am dismayed at the bitterness that has surfaced be-
tween our two parties. I am a strong believer in two strong political parties, I
am a Republican, but I don’t always vote a straight ticket. My father would not
have approved. But I think my children are much more independent than I am.
And I know they don’t vote straight ticket. But nevertheless, the importance is
two strong political parties. They have served us well,

But we have developed now, I think it largely because the television has
become so intrusive in the adds and money that spend in campaigns. I have
been so impressed since being in Japan, and how many people turn out to
hear a speech. There is a big turn out, whenever the candidates are speaking.
There is a lot of reading about the election, and that is really important. Lately
we had big turn out for speeches in the United States, but I am not really sure
that people are really engaged, may be that is true everywhere, in as much dia-
logue and debate back and forth as is beneficial.

I am amazed when | hear or read about the early campaigns, when some
one, the president Lincoln for instance in 1860s when he was running for office,
the Lincoln-Douglas debates in the United States. And the big debate was over
slavery. They go on for hours in a debate. And hundreds would be there listen-
ing. | just don’t know anybody would do that today. Would we spend that
length of time, and listen and be engaged in debate? That really is how times
have changed.

But I think for those of you who wonder if education is important, that is
what makes a difference. To be informed, to be engaged makes a difference,
whether it is right here on the college campus, whether it is in Kobe, Oéaka, To-
kyo, for wherever anyone may be.

There is a lot of talk about globalization today. I don’t know exactly what
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it means except we are much more international world today. And we will be,
you will be. That is why I solute those who are doing my interpretation, be-
cause [ took my Japanese lessons for about six months, but I gave up really. |
only regret that I can’t say but just a few words. But for those who are interpret-
ing, who are doing translations with books, it is so very important. And those
have been in international relations, who are studying in a field what would
take you beyond Japan. And you never know when you will be doing some ex-
change work. The ability to have different languages is so important, and it will
become increasingly so. It will be very important in Japan, as Japan seeks its
role in the international arena. It is going to be crucial and those debates for
Japah. And it is important for United States, | believe, as we are debating today
as part of the presidential debate, how much we are engaged in the interna-
tional arena. I am a firm believer no country can go alone. We do live in a
world today where we have to work with our alliances, and they may be chang-
ing. But they change based on an understanding. And that is an understanding
of the change that is often hard for us, because it provides us uncertainty, inse-
curity, and you grab on to whatever seems the closest at your hand, that seems
to radiate confidence, and determination. It is very hard as a politician to be
nuanced. Today in the United States, if you can do a good thirty second sound
bite, you are in trouble. But I think it is very important for us to be able to have
an understanding of a depth of an issue to a greater extent.

[ have learned as | visited Japan several times before we came in 2001, but
I know both my husband and I ever gave a great appreciation for the wonder-
ful hospitality and beauty of Japan. There is a tradition in Japan that you don't
ever want to cast aside. There of their things one celebrates with the festivals,
the changing seasons, and the appreciation for the beauty of that. That is what

Japan is about. In many ways, that makes it very special. And we have come to
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admire a great deal. That is why we talk about change. It doesn’t mean you
eradicate everything that we have known. It is an appreciation for that makes it
unique. That makes it a value of culture that can be shared with the rest of the
world. We in the United States came very late to preserving some of our old
buildings, some of the things that are part of our history. And those things are
part of your history are very important to be understood and valued as well. So
when we look at when we are, where we are going, there is a lot of uncertainty
ahead.

I myself rebel at doing email, but I fully realize all my grandchildren do
even at the age of eight. Everybody uses a cell phone. I walked on a street in
Tokyo where everybody was talking on the phone. I always wonder what every
body says to every body else. | sometimes think I just make it up. I don’t think |
can think of that much to say. But it is the technology of the future, and it is
very much a part of how we'll change. But some of the basic value never
changes. Our willingness to raise voices when we think something is wrong.
And in Japan, a great debate on whether the constitution should be changed in
one way or another, may be whether the constitution should be changed to al-
low a little princess to become a next empress or emperor, as the case may be
whether the use of military force as a defensive force, how we can }or should
we use abroad. These are not easy questions. They are not easy for us, or
shouldn’t be in the United States as well. But their voices that are raised as we
debate those important issues in your country, and my country, are ones that
would be determined by many of you who are here today. And that your will-
ingness to be a participant in the process, that makes the difference.

So it is an eXciting time to be young, because there are many exciting op-
portunities. But I think also because there are so many sort of arenas out there,

it can be confusing, and can be uncertain. But your willingness to be engaged
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is what will make a difference. It doesn’t just happen. Something is just going to
land in your life. And I think that is what I look at my grandchildren and won-
der what they will see, what they want to do. [ hope that you think what career
opportunity do lie ahead. One of the things as our educational system in the
United States, I hope it is trying to do a better job, is to project ahead what
there would be needed, whether it’'s for teachers, whether it is for doctors,
whether it is for nurses, whether it is for accountants, whatever the managers of
small business. These are things that may be as you think ahead where the in-
terests would lie.

You have here a very famous school of music as well, and emphasis on
music is something that is really very unique and important in Japan. We have
really enjoyed going to many concerts in Tokyo. And | was just recently with
the New York Philharmonic, it was playing there with Mr. Mahta who is the
manager,rand I was saying, talking and he said, “We are both acknowledging
how there is no audience the orchestra was rather playing for than audience in
Japan.” I have heard this over and over. Just tell you who might here in music
department that audieﬁce in Japan are so respectful of music that is a joy to go
to a musical performance here. In the United States, we jump up and down,
and clap and carry on. It is the same respect but not the same reverence, I
don’t think. That is really given for appreciation for music. That is wondering
- on the path of politics too. But I suppose what I am hoping to say is the things
that have valued, you value here, that things that means something to you and
your life are going to be things that should continue to guide you.

But for young women today, balance in the priorities in your life, recog-
nize the important role you can play. When my children were little, I used to
take them door to door with me as | campaigned for candidates and I was sup-

porting an election. I used to take them with me when I go vote, and then bake
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a cake because an election day became a very important day. And I think that
these are the things we can do some times are small, but they make a differ-
ence. And so I would adjust in a quotation. I am told this from Shakespeare’s

Hamlet. I have had a hard time finding exactly, so this may be a reinterpreta-

tion. “But we know what we are, but not what we may be.”
And I think we all here today know what we are. But we don’t know what
we may be. And that is the exciting part at the challenge of change. Thank you

very much.

Questions and answers
(First question)

Q: Good afternoon Mrs. Baker. I'm Junko, and thank you very much for your
wonderful speech. I thoroughly enjoyed and feel very honor to be able to
be here with you today. My question to you is about your committee activ-
ity during your Senate years. So it is a bit different from what you talked
about today. In your career, paper, it says you chaired the committee of Af-
rican affairs. I wonder what guided you into that direction. I found your
names in rﬁany websites, saying you were the member of the committee
for Africa and if that's true with Tony Brea from Britain as well. So, obvi-
ously your interest goes to the third world countries and | wonder where
your interest in that direction comes from. That is my question. Thank you.

A: Thank you very much. That is a good question, and you've certainly done
your homework. You've read websites, and that is an interesting question. |
went on the foreign relation committee in a Senate in 1981, and served
there until I retired from the Senate. You get your committee assignment,
your chairmanship or ranking. In that case in 1981 was chairmanship be-

cause the Republican was the majority in the Senate. And senior members
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take first pick of committee assignment, and it came down and [ had a
choice of the Middle East or Africa. I thought maybe Africa would be the
less troublesome than Middle East. That's how | go to Africa. And I am
ashamed to say | knew nothing about Africa, | really had wanted Latin
America, which I felt I understood a little better. I had an opportunity to
change through the years I was on the committee, but as [ said, you tend
to lose your heart in Africa, and | became quite interested in all of the
problems that we faced during those years, the apartheid issue in South Af-
rica, and the first famine in Ethiopia, and troubles in Somalia, so forth.

And I've got to know many of the African leaders that were involved
at that time. But it was all by chance. I really knew very little of the history
of different countries on the continent of Africa. Interestingly enough, one
of the things | remembered early on was visiting at Mozambique. And |
was so impressed with the aid that Japan was giving in helping build or re-
build a deep water port in northern Mozambique. And ever since, 1 have
been very admiring how Japan has handled foreign aid, because in many
ways, it was designed not ohly to benefit Japan but the country they were
assisting and in this instance alone with this port in Mozambique, which
was very important. But the equipment from Japan, the involvement in de-
velopment with Japan and in turn they trained people there to do the work
on the equipment and whenever any new parts are needed or equipment
was needed, because it was ordered from Japan. So in many ways, the par-
ticular aid was the two-ways street. And 1 thought that was a very construc-
tive way to handle it. So I have been involved with Africa for a long time.

This commission for Africa started about last, about year ago now, not
quite, by Prime Minister Blair, United Kingdom, called the commission for

Africa. There is eighteen members. I am from United States as a member.
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Most of the rhembers are from Africa, but Prime Minister Blair is chairing
the G8 conference next summer in the UK. He wanted to put Africa at the
top of the agenda. So he is asking us to come up with recommendations
that he can take to G8. Sadako Ogata was asked to be a member of the
commission. But because of her responsibility with JICA, and United Na-
tion’s reform, she didn’t feel she had a time, which is unfortunate because
she is really an extraordinary leader in the field of international affairs, for
her work as High Commissioner of UN for Refugees was the extraordinary
leadership. And | am great admirer of Mrs. Ogata. She and I talked several
times about this work in Africé in the commission for Africa. But that’s how
[ got involved in Africa. I really enjoyed very much being on the foreign re-
lations committee and had the opportunity to do quite a bit of different
work on that committee.

Did I answer your question?

And in fact that's how the committees worked in the Senate. It’s all
seniority. That’'s why 1 stayed a little bit longer helps. I was just going to re-
tire after, you know, the Senate is six-year term. And | was going to retire
after the 12 years. But I saw an opportunity that there would be chairing
the Labor and Human Resources Committee. So I ran for the third term. I
was able to chair then ultimately that committee which is a major commit-
tee in the Senate. The name has now been changed to the Health, Educa-
tion, Labor and Policies. Health is a bizarre name for that committee. But
seniority becomes very important, and certainly as you can be to be a
chairman, you have a lot of ability then to raise issues and handle the is-
sues to your comfnittee. And in my case, at that time Senator Kennedy was
the ranking member, because the Republicans had the majority and [ was

the chairman, he was the ranking member. He had been chairman previ-
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MC:

ously. But we worked together on quite a few health issues, because even
now Kansas might wonder why 1 could work with the Democrat. We
worked really QUite well together on legislation, because Senator Kennedy
was the good legislator, and when we cared about an issue, he spent a

great deal of time working on the issue and see that was succeeded.

(Second question)

Thank you very much Mrs. Baker. The speech was fantastic. This might get
off the topic of education, but [ was wondering being that Japan is taking
more international role of world affairs, build the more military support in-
ternationally, to Iraq, and also maybe willingness to drive to join the
United Nation’s Security Council. What do you feel the Japan’s role should
or might be in the future? |

[ usually leave those questions for Ambassador. That's why [ speak on edu-
cation.

Would you mind if you tell us your name and department?

I am Michel Kelly. I am working here in Japan in an educational field.

But I would only say | know what the Ambassador has felt and I was sure
that Japan should have a seat on the Security Council.

In term of globalization issue and internationalization.

Well, that's why | mentioned while I was speaking that if Japan is going to
have the major role, then, I believe they should have and will have. It's go-
ing to meén that there has to be a greater participation on the part of eve-
ryone in the international arena. I think it comes from language. I hate to
say it, but English is more universal language than Japanese and I think to
really be engaged, that is going to be important. But I think what is very

positive is the beginning of the opening of mergers and ventures between
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MC : If you have any more questions, please do not hesitate to ask them in
Japanese. € ZDOBE®DF. £ ¥, Ms. Abiko, please pass the microphone to

him.
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big companies, TOYOTA or Nissan, some of th_e big plants that have gone
abroad, but in return, others are coming here. I think that is going to occur
more and more often, and I think that is positive.

Now, we have a little issue on abandoning beef. | only bring it up be-
cause | have cattle on my farm. But on the other hand, I don’t think we
test enough in the United States, so | think it is an issue.

Actually I would wish US and Japan could work a little more closely
on the issues of food safety, because Japan is interested and we are inter-
ested, and I think with the dedication here and my home as well, between
us, we could set really good standards that could be utilized for a whole. If
we would just look at helping set some of those goals, not just for a cattle
but poultry and fish. It is obviously a big issue when it is one that scientists
could be engaged in it together, I think, in a very constructive way. That is
a little bit. That is an example of where | see a future for Japan, and for
the United States to work with Japan and other countries as well.

And I think obviously and honestly, China is expanding in an enor-
mous way, and Japan has unique contributions that they can make, and 1

think need to be thinking ahead of ways they can be engaged right now.
Because it is going to be important. I think that is why a seat on the Secu-
rity Council would be a value. But I think also it is going to be something
that this younger generation has an opportunity to say this is what we need
and want and we really would be engaged and seeing their works. You
know it is hard when we go through such changes. 1 think in the United
States, we can see a return of some isolationist feelings, I think we
stretched ourselves so thin. There is a real desire to say, “Stop the world! |
want to get off!” It just becomes so hard to know how to really be so in-

tensely engaged. And the danger is withdrawing within ourselves. I think
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we all go through that when there such complexity is involved. Does that
sound too comparable to you?

No.

(Third question)
My name is Ota. Of course | am not a student of Kobe College, because I
am a male and my age is over qualified. | have a question. | have been
watching a presidential debate on TV. But | don’t have abundant knowl-
edge about presidential election. 1 have one question about the Demo-
cratic Party and the Republican Party. What is the major difference be-
tween President George W. Bush and Mr. Kelly. In addition to that, I really
hope President George W. Bush will be reelected on coming November 2.
Thank you very much.
How did you end that you hope President Bush will be reelected?

I don’t know there is enough time to explain the difference. | suppose
it is just as a nut shell. As I think, | hope to try to say, during a campaign I
don’t know that you are able to go into the depth of any difference. So
much are said for the purposes of campaign. And so much today is target
what you get in a headline. For instance, as a Republican, I worry there is
a deficit keeps growing. We work very hard to try and keep spending un-
der control or be able to raise taxes. We cut taxes but we are still spending
more. You can argue for the period of time. That is OK. But I think ulti-
mately, it is not healthy. But there has been no sense of proportion in any
debate on either side about the complications of that. That is not some-
thing most of the people want to hear.

‘Health care, enormously complicated. How are we'going to pay for

medi-care, our insurance program, or social security. It is the same issue
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Sir, please state your name and affiliation.
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taking a place here in Japan. You are in an aging society in Japan, we fe-
ally are too, but not to the extent Japan is. And that we are living longer in
the United States, and that tells in a significant way, what ten years from
now, these issues would look like. But no camp on the either side, really
gets in the matter.

From my experience, I know it is very hard when you are speaking to
a thousand of people to really keep audience engaged. It is hard enough
just to hear with the small audience for any length of time in any depth in
- special. | myself probably would be boring hearing myself talk about it. But
it is becoming impossible at home to really be willing at the stand up and
engage in audience to say, “l don’t have the answer for this. But here is
what we face.” But no one really wants to do that in the campaign.

Now, the difference, I think that is going to way out in the election, is
what voters réspond too emotionally in this election. Though be those who
really feel President Bush as being too bigoted and too unwilling to look at
alternatives. There is going to be those that Senator Kelly has not necessar-
ily won over people, who really not sure what he would do. So you have
the people really very emotional. I think. it is going to be very close. My
hope is that it won't be contested, the worse thing that can be happened
would be challenges on all sides of the ballot; a ballot hasn’t been
counted, ballot that has counted wrong, people feeling there have been an
abuse at the poles, it will drag into the courts, have been a terrible situ-
ation. So I hope that that won't happen. That is why for those of you con-
sidering being lawyers.

| Japan has never been particularly a litigious society. I value that. We
need good lawyers. In this election, we have Republican lawyers and

Democrat lawyefs lined up by the hundreds. That is only going to mean
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mischief. So we are on the line, | am afraid.

(Fourth question)

Thank you very much for your provocative lecture. I am very appreciated. |
am a woman working here. I'm sure you had many difficulties during your
long career, and you talked about the balance in responsibility and taking
priority, and so on. If you don’t mind, would you give us some concrete
examples how you overcame those difficulties and conflicts being a wife,
mother or as Se'nator?

Thank you. That is why I mentioned the priorities. For myself, | have never
wanted to be engaged in a political career with children. Because it is very
demanding and | would not have wished it. My daughter is a veterinarian
and as such as engaged in comparative physiology research. | have a
- daughter-inlaw who is a lawyer, and another is an assistant to the Presi-
dent of College of Charleston in South Carolina. And I have one son who
has not married yet. So I look at them and their children and don’t know
quite how they do it. Because [ think there is a lot of stress today in trying
to struggle to do too much. That is why, [ think, person has to feel comfort-
able. It is not easy to decide what those priorities are. That is one of the
hardest things perhaps to try and realize there is a balance.

[ was fortunate in running for an office because it was an open seat,
and there were seven of us in the Kansas Republican primary at that time.
| think if it had been two men and myself, I might not have won. But it
was so split, and I entered late, you just don’t do it for fun. I carefully sort
of assessed there was a large group from one area of a state. I was sort of
from another area. And it was the time [ felt | could do it. I was often

asked early on how I felt to be just a one woman out of a hundred in a
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Senate. It was fine. Actually I probably had a bigger voice than anyone
else because | was just the one woman. So it was certainly advantage actu-
ally, but I never wanted any of my male counterparts, male colleagues to
think I was taking advantage of it. So as I said, | was really no threat.

But [ think there is very personal sort of things you do have to weigh
up. And as I say, what has been valuable to me was the support [ had from
friends. I am not sure my own children. My older son and daughter helped
me in campaign. My son drove the car in and around the state. So it was
~ very much a family affair at that time. But it changed their lives. My daugh-
ter went into the peace core after she graduated from veterinary school,
and that changed her life. She went to Africa, actually. So we all have an
African connection. My son traveled more, too, I think, because my being
~in a Senate and I look for the election connection. So there is the circles to
what one does. Any of the difficulties arise, I think, comes to all of us, just
adjustment you make. That is why [ value the security of the friendship
she’ll make, and are lot of them were friends she made in college. When-
ever | went out to campaign, in almost every city in Kansas | went to, there
was someone ['ve known at the University of Kansas. Or my children were
in the Kansas State University, we were covering both. They were friends
I'd had, and if they were helping another candidate, they suggested some-
one else if I could ask to help me. So it was aware of friendships, and for
those of you here, that would be very important. You may not realize it
now, but it was a great opportunity for me just to share of what. Thank

you, thank you very much. I don’t know if there is further question or not.

(Fifth question)
FEL LWBHEZH YL ) TEVE L, RADOBREOBGHFHESL Z
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M5 (FrH S A) : Thank you very much for the wonderful speech. I took
your words telling about the importance of balance to be taken between what
we are able to do and what have priority in my heart while I was listening your
talk. I am teaching at a vocational school. I am seriously worried about labor
problems of today’s young people. Even for very good students, it is extremely
difficult to find a fulltime job, and many of them become job-hoppers. I am
concerned that in the current Japanese labor system, they tend to encourage

fringe workers, temporary employment contract and parttime employment,
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Thank you. That is what | hope to address a little bit, in saying better ca-
reer counseling. Now by that, I mean actually starting in high school. With
career counselors in a school, we are having the same problem in the
United States. Because there are lot of time students sort of drift into work
and yet not to prepare to know what is out there may be in an avenue that
they could precede in. _

But in high school, you think you might want to be a nurse or a doc-
tor. What should you take, what course should you take to become suc-
cessful in finding a job in that field. If you wish to go into a business, what
courses should you take to help you understand the management of busi-
ness. | don’t think that anybody can just sort of start a fashion design com-
pany, for instance. Without a little bit of guidance about what might be
useful in a management, none of them know the answer to your question.
But I find that many young people, of course again | am mentioning I
started as a receptionist, | didn’t know what I wanted to do either. In my
day it was assumed that you get family and ydu have family. That is chang-
ing today and [ think many of young women wish to have some other ave-
nues.

[ think that is important at least to be prepared whether it is teaching
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which is making it difficult for young people to become real professionals. Mrs.
Baker, how do you think of this situation? I would appreciate it if you could
share your observation on this matter with us.
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or medicine or research, what is requiring. Now there are a lot of tempo-
rary jobs. That may be useful for a time, but if you have not had something
that is a “goal” that helps you be better prepared for courses you take. I
think vocational technical education is very important. The skills in crafts,
skills in electrical work. Women can do just as well as men, electricians. I
certainly couldn’t. But it feels today like that opening to women, [ believe.
Certainly they are you who laugh, is it not true here? But in the United
States, it certainly does. And that is what we use what we talked about the
vocational technical training. Very important here. I don’t know if that an-
swers your question. _

But I find, as [ mentioned, there are so many say they would like to go
into international affairs, but that is a very vague field. Unless there is some
way specific you have something to offer and know what that wbuld be,
then that is hard to make an impact.

I certainly urge you to think of you to be an officially really good
teachers. There is a need everywhere for high quality teaching. If that dose
not interest you, then that is where the career counseling is helpful to sug-
gest there is other field that might. I think any of us, it is almost too late at
the time you get into college any more. Irthink there is some directions
that you could be pointed in.

Kobe College, like some of our schools in the United States, is a won-
derful liberal art school. You are not charged to go to the one direction. |
think that is value. It gives you a very broad and engaging mind. That is ex-
tremely useful. When you are worried about what you might do, there is
where, [ think, it is useful to have some alternatives about our good liberal
arts college degree can take you. So as I said before, you ‘never know what

you may be doing.
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The college degree that you get here, you would get out of exactly
what you put into it. That is true, 1 think, wherever we are. | am a big be-
liever in continuing education. I have learned a lot here for my three years
in Japan, almost four years now, and it has been something I will take
away from me. | hope with the better understanding and appreciation of
what Japan has to offer in the international arena, because it is significant.
The opportunity to be engaged in a major way is really going to be up to

you. Thank you very much.

(Sixth question)

D BEORT, HEOBERT LIS LTT S BEID S L) BES
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Well, there are several. | suppose two are | remember the most. One was
my teacher of English in Junior high school. I was scared to death. She ac-
tually terrorized the class. But I learned English. We had diagram sen-
tences, and oval sentences that [ don’'t do, anybody doesn’t that today. But
I remember her very well. I would never have wanted to cross her as a
teacher. The other is interesting enough was a teacher I had in a P. E. It
was required of us again in my Junior high school days. None of us liked
to take a shower, and none of us liked to do gymnastics, but she was an
extraordinary physics teacher and [ become a great believer. [ am not an
athletic person. But | believe Physical Ed. is very important part of a cur-
riculum, in particular, in elementary and secbndary education. Not in col-

lege so much.
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REZEBMYTELDTY, EELEBRPFTEL0 L) DIFES AL -T
WEF, HAELSTXnFE LI

MC: & 0725k ) TEWE L7, So let us have one very last question.

EMi6 (dAEESAE) | In the speech, you mentioned that teachers have great
influence upon children. Are there particular teachers from whom Mrs. Baker
received influence? If there are any teachers who inspired or influenced you in
the process of growing, I would appreciate it if you could tell us what kind of
teachers they were, and what kind of influence you received from them.

Mrs. Baker ! (LICFRAEAE) MAD»H Y T L7z 2 ADT CLITERP T
9o 1 NIPERROEREDOR/ETT, RTZDORAEZFERUIIERN T E
L7z WKz AR EBMICENE LA L, (8) T (BET) %5E (F
AR BTEB LI T L7z, HES, DRERELRLDLELRVORr b AN
THAN, LEBEORBZ ESMMBLE Lz, Lo LiZB{ BRI TWwET
L. B ZWERATL,

) 1 ADKERIHBVZ L IRFOLRETT, BBERETLZL, T
THEORETT, #D (FEHPWVT) VY T—%BEVL I LREFIHE
TEZVERWETH, FLICEFL LWEBOLEETLA, REHIEZFNIE
EEFPFFEL VI DI TIEZ2VOTTR., R, KFEZRAHLOHEBHRED
PCIFICEELZTSLZEBLL LR F Lz, AER - & - BRTIE
FICZOEERAN TV ERVWT§, RETRZNETIE W EEVE T

TA) AT, BRCHEOMET, hEFLETRRZoTETVET,
ZOREFH, WHWI EIZ, —BROHIRIIFZ > TWBEEFTT, 20%
EHIELLBIFFICERINTBONLILZL, EB50RBIZBNTY,
7 ITADBBIELSDEIIZ, 72K 8ADZ L ERBALITTREZ LN TELD
PEERTT REMBMICEY T LL, URIROANET, BOAFZ L7
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We dropped it in the United States, because the financing is far too
often, it is not required any more. But it is quite interesting that teachers are re-
membered. But both teachers are respected a lot. And probably, both subjects
are sort of I rebelled against the discipline of the class. But I learned. It was the
most gymnastics I have done in my life. Is Physical Education required in the
secondary education here? Is it in Kobe College, too? So, they do Physical Ed.
That’s good. You know in the United States, we are so concerned about obe-
sity. It is really a No. 1 health problem in the United States. I think it is partly
because we don't do the exercise. So now we are thinking back about how we
need to improve our physical education programs. I am sure I should have

mentioned a college teacher that impressed me a lot. Thank you very much.
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BTy, ABIIAROFE - GETEILBETTH? (HERH»S “Yes!” &
WIOENRHI R 5,) LOZKETH, TLLI D, MELEERZETHLHAER
PETTH? ([RETRZVWTT, FEH - BEFEHTIEZE) T, LIE
RPGHZ R 5,) FER - BEEHT, TTA?

BHEE D VAVA, MELERRETERANS, BH%, EERET
WAHTZHDR B ZMEIZ L TWET,

Mrs. Baker ! #ZIZEE DAL DI TTHR, BN ETT, #5T¥h, XK
ECIEEMIEE I CRELBEL o TWE T, KETIZ (B2 ERLE
REIED 1 2TT . —HITITKEAL, FiZR o Tnz@Egh % LA koo
5TY, RKEARE, BH47bohERELZEOL )M EEE 55 1CB®EL
THZELTYWET, T, HIRIIE > TV A KRFEDLEEDBFE Y THREF 5
DG >TVETH, () dhHL)TEnFE L,

MC ! Thank you very much.

E2dHNHEH)TETE LT,

BRRICBR Y D LT SR TEMPH 0L BT TH, SHOERS
TRTSIECRZEET, BRICTHBEVALZEFT L CLL D ESEL BT
T9o b)—F, N—F—KRACRELHFLrBENLT T,
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Summary

Special Lecture: “Challenge of Change”
by Ms. Nancy Landon Kassebaum Baker

Junko Matsunawa

On October 29, Kobe College had a great pleasure and honor to have a
special lecturer, Ms. Nancy Landon Kassebaum Baker, a former United States
Senator from Kansas and now a wife of Ambassador Hdward Baker of the
United States to Japan. As Ms. Baker served United States Senate for 18 years,
being a first woman elected in the Senate, she held influential seats on several
leading committees and was a chair of Subcommittee of African Affairs, Sub-
committee of Aviation and the Labor and Human Resources Committee. She,
herself went through all these changes and by referring to her career, she
talked to the audience to select the priority in life, and prepare oneself for what
may come up next. She put much emphasis on the importance of education,
especially for young people, which would never be wasted whatever position
the woman may be at present. She cited the value of liberal arts education of
Kobe College, which provides much variety of choice for the students and
leaves an ample room to be developed by them in the future. She suggested
the audience to participate in the activity in the society with knowledge, how-
ever small the issue might be, which will eventually lead to the change in soci-
ety. She concluded her talk by referring to Hamlet by Shakespeare, “We know
what we are, but not know what we may be.”‘

There followed an active question and answer session for forty minutes.
She elaborated her points by stating her job in details as a Senator. As the audi-

ence was very much interested in the coming up Presidential election, she an-
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swered some of the basic issues people would have an interest in and the way
the campaign goes. She explained her personal view on Japan’s role in the in-
ternational arena in relation to the possibility of Japan’s permanent member-
ship to the Security Council of the United Nations. It is the young generation, af-
ter all, who will state what we need and want, and go through change in the

society.
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