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Summary

Critical Analysis of Strategy Demanding “Acceptance”:
A Case Study of Lesbian and Gay Activism in the United Church of Canada

HORIE Yuri

Recently, identity politics have been questioned as a politic of human
rights for social minorities. They, who question point out the followings: 1) the
strategy makes a group monolithic under the only “identity”, thus excludes and
marginalizes those who do not live according to the norms of the group, and
2) treat an identity as a typical one while in reality each individual has various
identities in her/himself. In spite of these questions against identity politics,
some scholars and activists have kept maintaining identity politics as a useful
strategy for minorities, because there are people who are stigmatized by their
identities and excluded from the society.

This paper looks at lesbian and gay activism in the United Church of
Canada as a case, considering the question against identity politics as
mentioned above and analyses its limitations and potentialities. In cases of
Christian churches, most lesbian and gay activisms have maintained to “accept”
themselves to be minorities in the society. However such a strategy can not

change the norms of majorities and brings divisions among minorities as a

"« » o«

result: 1) “acceptable” “good” people and 2) “not acceptable” “deviant”
people. To overcoming this limitation, this paper examines an alternative way

to find a new horizon for minorities.



