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The 25th Anniversary of the Women’s Studies Institute of Kobe College

Report on the Special Lecture

Director of the Women'’s Studies Institute of Kobe College

YONEDA Masumi

This April marked the 25" anniversary of the Women’s Studies Institute of
Kobe College. On September 30", a special lecture meeting was held at the
Auditorium. We were delighted to welcome Ms. Sjamsiah Achmad and Ms.
Mitsuko Horiuchi as our distinguished lecturers, to speak on the theme, “The
Challenges for Gender Equality.”

Ms. Achmad came all the way from Indonesia in response to our invitation.
She was a member of the United Nations CEDAW (Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) committee from 2001 to 2004,
experienced in assessing the progress of States Parties regarding the
implementation of gender equality. In the lecture she stressed the importance
of the role of Women'’s Studies and Women'’s Studies Institutions to ensure the
application of the Convention.

Ms. Horiuchi served in the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United
Nations and was the former Director of the ILO office in Japan. She is now a
Visiting Professor of Bunkyo Gakuin University. In the lecture Ms. Horiuchi used
data to explain how disparity between men and women—particularly in the
workforce and in politics—is still present in Japan today.

The lectures were simultaneously interpreted by graduate students of Kobe

College, and over 200 people participated in the meeting.
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