Personal Views about Opportunities
and Challenges

Sjamsiah ACHMAD

Can I say “konnichiwa?” It is with great pleasure and appreciation to
respond to the invitation from Ms. Masumi Yoneda, Director of the Women’s
Studies Institute. Thank you very much, to share some of my views about the
role of “women studies” in supporting the implementation of the CEDAW
Convention. Japan ratified the Convention 25 years ago, while Indonesia 26
years ago. And also, 26 years ago 1 met my dear friend, distinguished friend
here, Professor Horiuchi. We met in Japan, and later on we worked together in
the United Nations for several years. Now we are still friends. We are still
working for the advancement of women.

My experiences as a member of the CEDAW Committee for 4 years (2001~
2004), a commissioner of the Indonesian National Commission on Violence
Against Women for seven years (2003-2009) as well as the Deputy Minister for
Education in the Indonesian Ministry for Women’s Affairs, you already heard,
also for seven years (1988-1995) constitute the major source of the views I am
going to share, particularly regarding “women studies” opportunities and
challenges in their respective countries

It is very obvious that I should say something about this college. [ learned
that actually since 1873 and specifically 1875, the boarding school of girls was
created for the first time one hundred years ago before the United Nation’s first

world conference in 1975. In 1879, Kobe Home became Kobe Girls’ School,
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also this is a hundred years before the CEDAW Convention was ratified or
approved by the United Nation’s General Assembly. So there is a long history of
this college. In 1885 one year college division was established in this place.
This is a hundred years before the Nairobi third world conference on women.
So you are way ahead a hundred years. In 1891, three years curriculum in the
college division instituted full scale higher education for women. Almost
hundred years before 1990 Indonesian graduate school was established for the
first time. So you are one hundred years ahead from us. Women gender studies
were established in 1980, so it is already 30 years ago and not much progress.
In 1894, Kobe Girls’ School becomes Kobe College almost one hundred years
before the forth world conference on women in 1995. In 1980, master program,
Japanese Cultural Studies also here but not yet working group, women gender
studies. In 1990 post graduate school of music. 1997 graduate school, masters
program Human Science. 1999 doctoral program also in Human Sciences, 2002
also in Human Sciences and International Cultural Studies. 2005 Department of
Psychology and Behavioral Sciences, and Department of Biosphere Sciences
replaced Human Sciences. So | do hope women studies will continue in this

place.

It is very obvious that although at global level legal equality of women has
been in existence since the adoption of the United Nation Charter in 1945, 65
years ago, it was not until the CEDAW Convention was ratified by our
respective country, Japan and Indonesia, that the implementation of the
Convention becomes the state responsibility. Consequently, all component of
the state from State Governing Bodies—parliament or law makers, ministries,
and other government institutions and the judiciaries—as well as the civil

society of all kinds of organizations and unions, the private sectors, political
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parties and even individual citizens like all of us here must also fulfill their
respective obligation.

Women studies institutions or centers are one of the most important actors
to ensure the accurate interpretation and proper application of the principles of
the Convention, namely non-discrimination, substantive equality and state
obligation.

Experiences around the world prove that: a) without proper identification
of the root causes of discriminatory treatment and attitude against women, no
timely and accurate response could succeed in the promotion, protection and
fulfillment of women’s human rights, in particular, women victim’s rights to
truth, justice and recovery; b) without proper understanding of gender concept
and issues, including the types of genderbased discrimination and violence
that women have been experiencing, it is not possible to make people in
general, in particular, public and policy decision makers in all fields of life and
at all levels, from grassroots to national, regional and even global level,
understand why discrimination and violence against women must be
eliminated; c) proper understanding could only be obtained if gender gaps, its
root causes and impacts on the life of all people, on women and future
generations, in particular, could be periodically demonstrated to the public, so
the publics must know the gaps; d) discrimination against women which
resulted in the disempowerment of women—half of the human race—prevents
women as equal partners of men—as life carriers, as citizens, as parents of their
children, economic agents, active social agents and cultural guardians, as well
as political actors—these are women, to fully exercise their roles and enjoy the
results; e) the negative impact of genderbased discrimination on society,
particularly on women and girls has been demonstrated at global level in

numerous world conferences, 4 specifically on women—Mexico City 1975,
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Copenhagen 1980, Nairobi 1985, and Beijing 1995—and on top of that, the
Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 2000 made a special
review on the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA). Also in 2000, the Millennium
Development Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) was

adopted by the UN General Assembly including Japan and Indonesia, of course.

My question is, to what extend the Women’s Studies Institute of Kobe
College has carried out studies in these areas. We are all familiar with the
assessment of the 6th Report of Japan on the implementation of the Convention
CEDAW Committee last year. In view of the limited time we have, I could only
describe a limited number of my special concerns related to the assessment of
the Japanese report by the Committee and some suggestions for action, which I

think could be done by women / gender studies institutes or centers.

First, to carry out research and studies, which will produce: a) campaign
materials to convince the government to adjust the Japanese legal system or
accommodate the principal areas of concern to the CEDAW Committee,
namely to eliminate the existing discriminative legislations, to ensure the
inclusion of the definition of discrimination against women in the Constitution
of Japan, and to ensure the legal status of the Convention in the national legal
system of Japan; b) substantive human rights based and gender responsive
material for inclusion in the education and training curriculum of the Law

Enforcement and Judiciaries etc—police, prosecutors, judges and legal aids—.

Second, to conduct research and studies which will assist the government
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to ensure that the 2005-2020 Second Basic Plan for Gender Equality, is being
carried out with due attention to the actual condition of women in terms of
their enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental freedom in all fields of
life, particularly in the following areas: a) the world of work; b) genderbased
violence; ¢) trafficking and exploitation of prostitution; d) political and public
life; e) application of temporary special measures to speed up progress towards
gender equality and to fulfill the rights of women victims of gender-based
discrimination to truth, justice and recovery. This is important as it is not clear
if, at least for me, not clear, if the preparation of the Basic Plan was based on
the existing gender gaps and results of studies with gender perspective, of their
root causes.

Third, to contribute to the mobilization of action by all stakeholders to
support the National Machinery for the Advancement of Women in Japan,
which you have I think in the office of the cabinet, o exercise their leading
and coordinating roles in the following activities: a) systematic and periodic
compilation and dissemination of sex disaggregated data to ensure the timely
availability for policy formulation, program planning and budgeting; b) gender
analysis and studies, of course to be done by Women’s study centers, to
identify the root causes of the existing gender gaps in particular, also the
impact; ¢) identification of actions required to address the root causes of the
gender gaps, as obstacles and challenges for the full implementation of the
Convention; d) development of indicators to measure progress in overcoming
obstacles and challenges for the implementation of the Convention; e)
development of a system for a comprehensive monitoring and evaluation of
progress achieved in the implementation of the Convention; f) assist in the
improvement of the existing reporting system to ensure the proper presentation

of the overall achievement, including result of action to overcome obstacles
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encountered as well as future plans and programs.

Fourth, to enhance active, critical and productive engagement of CSOs
through periodic constructive dialogues, in particular: a) women NGOs and
women / gender studies centers like you; b) scientific communities /
academics in various disciplines; c¢) social, cultural and religious / spiritual
leaders; d) political parties and private sectors; e) media editors and

journalists; f) youth organizations / groups.

Fifth, to continue promoting the development of “women’s human rights
and gender knowledge” as an “inter-disciplinary science”. After all, gender-
based discrimination and violence against women which occur in all fields of
life from the most intimate relationship between men and women to global
level. Strategies and programs for its elimination therefore, require an inter-
disciplinary scientific approach. Consequently gender-mainstreaming should be
applied in the development of all disciplines of sciences, as well as in their
application to development in all sectors. This concept has actually been
promoted by the United Nations and many of its member states including
Indonesia, through the adoption of “gender-mainstreaming” as a strategy for
“Human Centered Sustainable Development”, since 2000, as we entered the 21st
century.

Indonesian National Development Plan, in particular the present “Five-Year
Development Plan, 2009-2014" adopted “gender-mainstreaming” as one of its
three major areas to be mainstreamed in the entire program areas of the
Development Plan. In addition, seven major development sectors, namely the

National Development Planning Agency, Finance, Women Empowerment,
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Public Works, National Education, Health and Agriculture, have been
designated to play a pioneering role in applying gendermainstreaming in their
program-budget formulation, implementation as well as monitoring and
evaluation of performance during 2009 and 2010 budget-year, while the other
ministries and government institutions they have been instructed to begin to do

the same for the present budgetyear, 2010 and on.

Furthermore, gender equality law is being drafted by the government for
submission and eventual adoption by the Parliament in 2011. In addition, the
Ministry of Women Empowerment has also issued early this year, a Ministerial
Regulation number 1, 2010 on “Minimum Standard Public Service” in the area
of “Integrated Services for Women and Children Victims of Violence”, in order
to accelerate the implementation of Law number 23 of 2004 on the Elimination
of Violence in the Family. Revisions of a number of laws to ensure the
integration of gender perspective or gendermainstreaming, such as laws on
citizenship, health and migrant workers, have also been done during the past
years.

[ must admit however, that although the initial establishment of women /
gender study groups in Indonesia dates back to the late 80’s and more than 100
are now in existence around the country, their performance in terms of their
contribution to the implementation of the CEDAW Convention, is very
minimum. The causes are numerous such as lack of support in terms of
substantive guidance and leadership, institutional support and financial
provision from both the Ministries of Women Empowerment, National
Education as well as the local governments. Similar conditions are also being
experienced by a small number of “graduate programs on women studies”

initially established in 1990, so twenty years ago. In addition these graduate
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programs have also been encountering challenges from their respective
university circle themselves, which still doubt the eligibility of a “graduate
program” on women studies at the university / higher education level. I can see
that you have also experienced this. I think you are increasingly receiving
recognition.

In conclusion, may | suggest that we continue our dialogues, perhaps
through e-mail initially, on the above issues, as I believe, that we, women’s
human rights activists should consolidate our efforts to ensure that our
respective government accelerate their efforts for: a) the promotion, respect,
protection and fulfillment of women’s human rights in line with their respective
responsibility stipulated in the CEDAW Convention, including “gender-
mainstreaming” as a national development strategy; b) the development of
more “graduate programs” in colleges and universities to ensure that there is a
continuing “production” of “women and gender” scientists and experts, both
women and men, to ensure the continuity of our common endeavor to
promote, respect, and protect and fulfill women’s human rights and
fundamental freedom the world over, particularly in our respective country,

Indonesia and Japan. Thank you.
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