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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to study the discourse of Osaka Mayor Toru
Hashimoto’'s comments about WWWII ‘comfort women', to examine how his
explanation of Japan's ‘comfort women' is related to invisible sexual practices
in our day-to-day life.

Using the textual data of Hashimoto's twitter comments and the records of
his press conferences and through analysis using the computer coding program
KH Coder, we found that he pointed to the responsibility of other nations’
militaries as sexual assailants of women during wartime by using the concept
of ‘women’s human rights’ . On the other hand, he didn't apply this universal
standard to Japan's actions toward the Korean comfort women. As a result, the
debate about ‘comfort women' shifts the responsibility from Japan’'s military
to others, including Japan, and Japan's responsibility becomes vague.

Here the important thing is that his rhetoric is not unique and is taken for
granted by a certain type of people. His discourse on comfort women is based
on our daily communication, which does not focus on the subjectivity and social
factors of sexual problems in Japanese society. In this paper, we further our
understanding of how we identify invisible structures that exist as part of our

common sense from visible discourse.
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