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Summary

After the United Nations adopted the Palermo Protocol in 2000, Japan drew
up the Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in December 2004. In 2005
Japan amended the penal code, the immigration law and several other laws to
ratify the Protocol. Particularly, it is worthy of notice that the new crime of
“buying and selling persons” was designated.

In practice there have been few human trafficking arrests in Japan, and in
most cases the older laws related to anti-prostitution and the employment
security are applied instead of the new crime. The main reason is that the
definition of the crime of “buying and selling persons” is too narrow.

Recently it has been shown that some female victims of human trafficking
for sexual exploitation are forced into prostitution because of debt. There were
so many women in such a conditions after World War II. In those days most
traffickers were not punished.

In this article, I explore the difficulties in applying the new crime in Japan
and show that the national policy on arresting traffickers for sexual

exploitation has not changed since the postwar period.
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