LS 8529% Women's Studies Forum No. 29 (Mar. 2015)

BRPTEd% [Ch] LIPRLE
—BBUCE B FEDIHT BIHRORFEIH O 700N —

FOIL #

When Mothers Refer to Their Child as Kore (“This”) :
An Essay from a Conversation Analytic Perspective

TOE Tetsuri

MHREBERSE A RETCER SEHM
ST AVLEHE T662-8505 PHETIREILI4-1 M AR SRR A S LR

toe@mail kobe-c.acjp



Summary

Based on seminal works (Schegloff 1996; Schegloff and Sacks 1979), recent
conversation analytic studies have shown that various forms of reference can
perform a particular interactional work other than referring to (a) person(s)
(e.g. Stivers 2007). Tanya Stivers (2007) observes that we should focus on the
relationship between a referring expression and a turn construction unit
containing the referring expression to examine the interactional work in
question. In this article, I investigate the kind of interactional work a mother is
doing when she uses kore (“this”) to refer to her child (who is still not old
enough to speak as a socially competent person) in conversations. I examine
conversational excerpts gathered from two kosodate hiroba (institutions where
mothers with very young children visit to have conversations with each other
and with staff members) in Osaka. My analysis shows that kore characterizes
the child who is referred to as a thing, and this characterization “helps
accomplish” (Stivers 2007:92) or strengthen the actions of the turn
construction units containing kore. For Instance, a mother represents her child
as a heavy load by using kore to refer to him in order to stress how powerful
her motorbike is. My findings show that a mother uses kore to refer to her child
for practical purposes, and that its use is not related to her love (or lack of it)
for her child.
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