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Summary

This paper is a survey report of research on the relation between public halls built in “inland” Japan and the
Imperial System that existed in the prewar period and the understanding of public halls in Japan those days. The
subject period spans from around the year 1900 to the year 1937 in the prewar period.

Although the sense of “the Imperial System” as “a system that recognizes the Emperor as a symbol of the
state” was changed dramatically in 1945, it is not intended to simply study the governance system with the
Emperor as its pinnacle in the prewar period but to have a firm understanding of the people’s sense and the
generic terms that have supported this idea and also to clarify the way Japanese people understood the word
“public” in those days.

The author believes that the historical sense of the word “public” in Japan is an idea that embodies the
Emperor and the Imperial System, and therefore intends to clarify the historical and the philosophical
understanding of the public nature in today’s Japan from the relation between the public halls and both the
Emperor and the Imperial Family, and also intends to develop a unique theory for publicness. The author also
tries to reflect not only on people’s ideas of the modern era and real history in printed publications, newspapers
and magazines, but also from existing, so called, public halls structures and illustrated materials such as picture
postcards and photos.

The reason 1 have chosen public halls as the subject of this study is because in recent years public assembly
halls built in different areas in Japan embody various meanings of “publicness” and also because I believe they
carry contradictions within. I believe that diligent research will clarify how the Japanese people have historically
understood the word “public” and the contradictions it embodies nowadays.

This survey covers five public assembly halls in total, with three of them located in Hokkaido. They are the
old Obihiro Ward (Tokachi) public hall (currently Obihiro City, Shinshokaku), Otaru City public hall (Otaru
City) and Old Hakodate Ward public hall (IHakodate City), and two other public halls; Iwate Prefectural public
hall located in Morioka City, and Fukuoka Prefectural public hall (currently Fukuoka City/ Old Fukuoka
Prefectural public hall, Distinguished Guest Hall) because all these five public halls share the fact that either the
Emperor or the Crown Prince visited or stayed there during the prewar period.

Due to paper length restrictions and for the sake of expedience, I have opted to show the examples from
Obihiro, Fukuoka and Iwate. I have shown the examples, from Hakodate and Otaru in previous papers, so I
didn’t refer to these example, in this paper.

Keywords: Public I1all (Kokaido), Publicness, imperial visit, Emperor (a tenno)
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