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Research on the Religious Consciousness of Students
in Women’s Christian College in Japan (II)

Résumé

Yasuo Mizoguchi
Taketoshi Sasabe
Monkichi Namba

In the last issue we reported the result of the research on
religious consciousness of the freshmen of Miyagi Gakuin
College, Tokyo Woman’s Christian College, Hiroshima Joga-
kuin College and Kobe College. This contains an explana-
tion of the result of the research. The survey made on
sophomore, junior and senior students will be reported in
the next issue.

The main points of the survey consist of (I) reasons for stu- .

dents’ choosing their colleges, (2) high school teachers, role
in advising students going on to the specific college, (3)
. family background, especially its attitude towards religion
and its influence on the students’ religious consciousness. .
As a reason for choosing the college, “attainment of a higher
culture” was the most popular answer. The number of those
who entered college with a desire to receive Christian educa-
tion was comparativély low. There were some students who
chose their college without knowing it to be a Christian co-
llege.
Advice of high school teachers emphasize the students’ acade-
mic aptitude to the college and the standpoint of Christian
education is left out of their consideration.
The religious attitude of the family was mostly indifferent
or took a let-alone policy. However, considerably a great
number of parents had objection to their children’s baptism.
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Considering the family, college, church and friends as elem-
ents of influence on freshmen’s religious consciousness, we
found that their religious consciousness was formed through
two processes and the influence by the above elements differ-
ed in each process. In the first stage, teachers were the most
influential element and in the second stage, when students
make -their determination to be baptized, the minister of the
church gave the storongest influence. Parents, though keeping
in the background, also worked as a strong influence.
Influence of the community is not very evident. However
generally speaking, it is common to all to accommodate them-
selves traditionally to the religious rituals held in their com-
munity.

Whether Christian or non-Christian, students’ response to and
evaluation of Christianity or Christian churches are very good
and high. Christians see sigrﬁficance in Christianity from
the religious angle and non-Christians from cultural or
moral angle.

The students expect Christianity or Christian churches to
make practical application of their religious teaching in socie-
ty and to propagate it not only to some specific class but also
to people of all classes, and become unified overriding deno-
minational differences. '
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