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Yoshio Wajima

A Study of the Kiyowara Family :
the Chinese Classics punctuated by them
and their Method of Learning

Part 1

For several centuries, members of the Kiyowara Family were
in the literary service of the Imperial Court. It was quite natural
that they had copied and punctuated various kinds of Chinese
classics, and also wrote many commentaries of them, which
answered their purpose when they delivered lectures on the classics
in the Imperial presence. Fortunately, the best collections of the
Kiyowara manuscripts are kept in the Daitokyu Memorial Library
in Tokyo, the Kyoto University Library, etc. Since 1961, I was
privileged to examine these valuables, and got an idea of Kiyowara
method, that is to be described later in historical style. Now I
like to introduce the best severals of each kind of the Kiyowara
manuséripts, and to suggest their relation with Kiyowara me-
thodology.

1. The Five Classics and the Book of Filial Duty

(1) The Book of Change: — Three manuscripts of the com-
mentary on philosophy of change, copied by Nobukata
Kiyowara about 1500, are kept in Kyoto University. He
seems to have learned much of Chu-Hsi’s method throhgh
the lectures delivered by some Zen priests. Members of
the Kiyowara Family were more interested in practice
of divination, by which they could easily answer the
need of the influencials.

(2) The Book of the Ancient Times:— Two volumes copied
by Nobukata in 1514 are found in the Library of Kyoto
University. There we can see also some commentaries
given by him, though we cannot recognize the speciality
of Kiyowara method in them.



1.

(3)

)
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The Book of Poem :— The best copy of 10 volumes given
by Nobukata himself is found in the Daitokyu Memorial
Library. We can see some vervation notes of Nobukata’s
lecture kept in the Ryosokuin Temple, Kyoto, in which
we read that Nobukata introduced Chu-Hsi's new inter-
pretation, besides the traditional appreciation given by
Mao-Chang and Cheng-Hsiien in the ancient times.

The Book of Etiquette:— The Kiyowara Family seems
less interested in this classic, though early in 1155,
Yorinari Kiyowara found its philosophy of moderation
very valuable. In the Library of Kyoto University, we
can see only 2 volumes of Nobukata’s interpretation
copied in 1531.

The Chronicle :— The best copy is kept in the Kanazawa
Library, Yokohama. It contains 30 volumes of this book,
and each volume has several endorsements which tell
that since 1253 Norjtaka Kiyowara and his sons read
this classic for Sanetoki Hojo, founder of the Library,
and his descendants. Later in 1515, Nobukata had his
own copy to read in the presence of a prihce. This
copy came to the Kyoto Uﬁ‘iversity with the vervation
note of Nobukata’s lecture. At his time the lecture on
the Chronicle was recognized as the most representative
service of the Kiyowara Family, though the introduction
of Chu-Hsi’s new interpretation was not so remarkable
as in the case of the Book of Poems.

(6) The Book of Filial Duty :— One of the best copies given

by Yoshikata in 1330 is kept in the Imperial Houshold
Library, the other, Norikata’s manuscript, in the Kyoto
University. The Daitokyu Memorial Library has the
vervation note of Nobukata’s lecture. But the influence
of Chu-Hsi’s theory is almost unrecognizable in them.

(to be continued)



