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Okamoto, Michio

Arishima’s suicide : a case of

failed Christian intellecfual

Résumé

Among distinguished Japanese intellectuals who were active
in the age of Japan’s great expansion, 1870-1920, we find many
who had come across Christianity in their younger days. Some
of them lost their faith in their mature age. Some went to extreme:
ending their lives by killing themselves.

Perhaps a typical case was Takeo Arishima (1878-1923), a
novelist. He was a disciple of Kanzé Uchimura, Japan’s most
original Christian thinker.

By analyzing his thought tbgether with his period, we have
attained a conclusion that the impact of oriental tradition was so
strong that even Biblical Religion had tended to be understood
on the same moral dimension as Confucianism, without being'
experienced in the deeper and more existential dimension. Then
Arishima’s tragedy lies, in our opinion, in the fact that he could
not experience Biblical faith, and he was involved in ethical agony

without salvation.

— 64 —



