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Miyeko Kamiya

“ On the Sacred Disease’ as Viewed from

the Standpoint of the History of Psychiatry

Résumé

Excerpts are translated from the original Greek text of the
little book entitled “On the Sacred Disease” attributed to Hip-
pocratés as one of the writings belonging to the so-called Corpus
hippocraticum.

After a brief comment on the agthorship and the date of
writing, the excerpts are classified into those dealing with aetiology,
symptomatology, therapy and general views on the function of
thg brain. Those views are then considered in the light of the
-modern knowledge on epilepsy and other psychiatric disorders
and their meaning is discussed from the point of view of the
history of psychiatry.
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