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- Research on the Religious Consciousness of Students
in Women’s Christian College in Japan (III)
' : Résumé -

Yasuo Mizoguchi
Taketoshi Sasabe’
Monkichi Namba

In this report we made comparative study of religious con-
sciousness of freshmen and the students over sophomores..

As we had expected, religious consciousness of female students
in Christian women’s college shows great change compared with
that of the female students in Taisho and Meiji périods. Puritan
influence has already weakened and the process of securalization
is being observed at present. This is not a special condition of
Japan but the same process can be seen in America. However,
in America, Christian schools and society are homogeneous having
the same religious character while in Japan, Christian schools
were an isolated group from the general .sbciety; Nevertheless,
the binding force was so strong in Christian schools that they
possessed homogeneity within themselves. - In time, Christian
schools in Japan gradually obtained -closer contact with outer
society ; the students came to belong not only to school and church
but also to the various social groups at the same time and to have
plural consciousnéss of belonging. Thus ‘with the change in
Puritanism which forms the basis of religious consciousness of
the students in the early stage ‘ and pluralization of the affective
elements from the outer society combined, secularization has been
brought about to religious consciousness.

‘However in Japan, secularization of the students’ religious
consciousness has an active meaning in shortening the distance
which lies between society and Christian students. It is noted that
at’ présent; Christian consciousness of the students is shown
through their desire to pursue their Christian ideal along with
the society and not outside the society. ' -
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Considering the binding force of the family, we found that
the family is usually indifferent to their children selecting their
religion. - Howéver, considerably a large number of parents object
to their children’s baptism. Their objection seems to be based
upon the secular fear that the scope of choice of their daughter’s
spouse will be limited by their baptism. It can. be said that one
of the problems in religious consciousness in Japanese society lies
in this point.
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