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Koseki, Sampei

Theoretical Problems of the “ Middle Class™ Study
in the Light of Sociology of Social Class

Résumé

I. Main Trends among Japanese and Foreign Sociologists

It is said that the studies in the “middle class” began with
the famous debate between Bernstein and Kautsky. In the prewar
Japan, the middle class problem was one of the most popular
topics that attracted the attention of the social scientists. In those
days, many of the arguments were deeply influenced by marxist
point of view, and the initiative was taken by such German social
democrats as Lederer. It was argued that all the middle class
would inevitably decline and therefore its destiny could not be
different from that of the proletariat. .

After the World War II, however, especially since 1950’s the
middle class problem has been approached from a different angle
and with a new method. In this case, the initiative is taken by
the so-called “mass-society theorists” under the influence of Ame-
rican social psychology. It is emphasized  that, while the old
middle class perseverely survives, the new middle class (the
“white-collar ”) remarkably increases and suffers the “alienation”
in the bureaucratic organizations. This theory insists the “fallacy
of Marx’s dichotomy” and the differences between the white-
collar and the “blue-collar ”. Thus it is asserted that one of theore-
tical evidences is offered to the criticism of the marxist class
theory' ‘

Recent studies that we know also belong to either of these
two types of theory—the marxist one or the non-marxist one.
Among these recent studies, the development of the middle class
study in the USSR is conspicuously remarkable. The investigation
of the Soviet studies, which, of course, are based on the marxist
principles, will certainly provide us an important key to this
~ problem, through an intensive reexamination of marxist class theory
in which the debate about the middle class had its origin.
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