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~ A Study on Parental Attitudes and Child Personality
In the Case of Danchi (A Large Housing Center)

Résumeé

Yamakawa, Noriko

In order to study parental attitudes and child personality found

in Danchi, the following four investigations were administered as
samples of two groups of parents and two groups of children who
live in Nishinomiya, Kitaguchi Danchi.
(1) Each of a hundred mothers who had children of two to five
years of age was asked 87 questions in the course of a home
interview. The questionaire had been designed by the investigator
and her co-workers to elicit maternal attitudes toward child-rearing.
Those maternal attitudes, in turn, were rated by specialists
(psychologists, pedagogists, pediatrists, mental hygienists, kinder-
garteners and critics) as follows: ‘“Desirable,” “Undesirable,”
“Neither Desirable nor Undesirable.”

The finding is that most of the mothers carry out the dis-

ciplinary items toward their children which the specialists desig-
nated as “Desirable” and do not carry out the disciplinary items
which are designated as “ Undesirable” or “ Neither Desirable nor
Undesirable.”
(2) A test of parental attitudes toward parent-child relation-
ships (published by Taken) was administered to 20 fathers and
20 mothers whose children were studying in the fourth grade of
H. Elementary School in Nishinomiya City. It was revealed that
most of the mothers are too protective, that is, they worry ex-
cessively about their children and interfere with them. Also it
was found that most of the fathers’ attitudes toward their children
were much better than the mothers’.
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(3) A test of basic needs of children (published by Toshin) was
administered to 16 pupils of the fourth grade in H. Elementary
School. It was revealed that most of the children have a very
strong desire of “ Independence” and a weak desire of “Belonging,”
“Love for Affections” and “Economic Security.”
(4) To investigate the children’s adjustment, A Picture Frustration
Study (published by Sankyobo) was administered to 20 pupils of
the fourth grade in H. Elementary School. The result shows that
they are more intropunitive than a little impunitive or extropuni-
tive and their Group Conformity Rating is high.

As a whole, parental attitudes and child personality found in
Danchi are very desirable, though mothers are overprotective and
children have a strong desire of “Independence.”
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