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Summary

How is the gamete donor chosen, and what are the criteria on which this
selection is based? This paper reports on the current situation surrounding
gamete donat@on in France, and discusses the selection criteria of donors. The
present study lays open the invisible culture that determines how the donor is
regarded in French society by analyzing the visible culture of the institution of
donation regulated by the Bioethics law (1994, revised in 2004 and 2011).

In France, CECOS (Centre d'Etude et de Concervation des (Bufs et du
Sperme/Center for the Study and Preservation of Eggs and Sperm) conducts
the gamete donation. According to the Bioethics law, recipient couples are not
eligible to choose the donor by preference. The donor has to be healthy, have a
biological child, and give written consent. From 2011, the donor can be
nulliparous when he/she keeps his/her own gametes for future use after a
medical procedure like Chemotherapy treatment. The former legal
requirements of the donor being a member of a couple and parenthood were
relaxed to resolve the shortage of donors. This relaxation of donor
requirements shows how human donors are increasingly ‘dehumanized

(Minami 2010) for the purpose of securing a gamete-biological product.
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