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M LMBAF L. %212 [Walter Cary, Kyoto, from Miss Torrey, Sept. 15, 1894 &\ 9 FRA LR &
NTWBEZEBHHL. ZOLH CHBNOMEZFROBEERFTICBV T, b=y - YN
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F—J—RIEFL—, bovr UNT 7, BEMTE, THEE

Summary

This paper aims to survey the music education of Kobe College in the Meiji Era, through reading of twenty-
one letters by Elizabeth Torrey (1848-1921, music teacher of Kobe College in 1896-1909), sent to the
American Board from 1890 to 1909. Elizabeth Torrey arrived to Japan in 1890, and after staying in Niigata and
teaching at Baikwa Girls’ School in Osaka, she taught music in Kobe College at first as part time teacher from
1894, and then as permanent teacher from 1896 to 1909.

The main interest of her letters concerns the Tonic Sol-fa Method, which she used enthusiastically and
systematically in her music education. One of her letters tells us that she learned this method in 1892 when she
visited Imabari, Ehime Prefecture, in Shikoku Island, at the invitation of a church (possibly the Imabari Church
founded in 1879). In 1898 and 1902, she asked the American publisher, Biglow & Main, to arrange to send a
hundred copies of Church Praise Book in the Tonic Sol-fa edition, first published in 1881, for the use of Kobe
College students. The publisher was so kind to donate the books to the School.

My research this time has made it clear that the Kobe College Library possesses a copy of this Church Praise
Book in the Tonic Sol-fa edition of 1888, and this book has an inscription, ‘Walter Cary, Kyoto, from Miss
Torrey, Sept. 15. 1894, seemingly written with her own hand.

Thus the reading of Torrey’s letters leads us to the understanding that this Church Praise Book of Biglow &
Main was the main teaching material in her Tonic Sol-fa education, with Tonic Sol-fa wall charts, which have

been also kept in the Kobe College Library.
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FRET AN Y - RN— FERMLEON, FHEEAMT) PR - ¥ L — Elizabeth Torrey
(1848~1921, WEIEME1896~1909) DEMEMH T 4 Z L2 L o T, BROBHELKEO—IH
AHOPICTHILEBENE TS, FTLS LB MA T b=y 7 - VT 7
BE D LEBINER SN Do BERHIALZRERIIBAET S L2 FEF IR L
DT, ZOHEDITE ) o

1) TUYRR - FL—EZDEM
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TAUH Y - K- FEEMTEICE I NG Y L —Ei3. 189044 519094 T TH204ER T
b P2lBED R (REOE]L [4 V-2 —%] 28), HARIIEE L 221890412 4 8.
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1894, 1896, 1901, 1903, 1904, 1905. 1907, 19084F) 2DV TIX 1 WL ELNT VR,
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WEBERONL D OIEEITTEAIZ v,
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D) MERZREEFEEEREZASH MAREREEE (BED] GIRRHE. 1976) 130K,

2) 18984E10A21 &M (¥ L —FfH No. 12 : No. 164) (2K DELMRASH o “T do not know but even as I
write there is an official rebuke on the way to me, because I have not in any way reported myself to you, or to
Mr. Wiggin, when T left Kobe July 13*.”
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[ABC. 16.4.1. vol. 25] [Unit 3, Reel: 363] MF-51-38: 153-167 (Film Nos. 378-429) (153%)
v. 25. Mission to Japan, 1890-1899. v. 13. Ste-W

( No. 153: 916 Holmes, Kansas City, Mo. 1890-8-22; Dr. N. G. Clark

(@ No. 154: 916 Holmes, Kansas City, 1890-8-25; Dr. Clark

(® No. 155: s.1., 1890-11-9; Dear Friends

® No. 156 Niigata, Japan, 1890-12-26; Dr. N. G. Clark

® No. 157: Imabari, 1892-8-27; Dr. Clark

(® No. 158: Osaka, 1893-4-6; Dr. Clark

(@ No. 159: 31 Osaka, 1895-5-28; Dr. Barton

(® No. 160: Kobe College, Kobe, 1897-1-23; Dr. Barton

® No. 161: Kobe, 1897-7-7; Dr. Barton

@ No. 162: Kobe College, 1898-5-2; Dr. Barton

@ No. 163: Kobe College, 1898-5-4; Dr. Barton

@ No. 164: 766 Fairmount St. Cleveland O.; 1898-10-21; Dr. Barton

@ No. 165: s.1., 1898-12-27/28; Dr. Barton

@ No. 166: The Sanitarium Company, Clifton Springs, N. Y., 1899-5-2; Dr. Barton
® No. 167: %6 Mrs. Thos. Reese, Clayton, N. Y. 1899-8-19; Dr. Barton

[ABC. 16.4.1. vol. 34] [Unit 3, Reel: 372) MF-51-47: 150-155 (Film No. 364-373) (6 3#)
v. 34, Japan Mission, 1900-1909, Vol. 9, S-W

@8 No. 150: 766 Fairmount St. Cleveland O.; 1900-8-1; Dr. Barton

@ No. 151: 766 Fairmount St. Cleveland O.; 1900-8-8; Dr. Barton

No. 152: 766 Fairmount St. Cleveland O.; 1900-8-28; Dr. Barton

@ No. 153: Kobe College, Kobe, Japan, 1902-4-12; Dr. Barton

@0 No. 154 : Kobe College, 1906-9-11; Dr. Barton

@) No. 155: Kobe College, 1909-2-20; Dr. Barton

T7z (3) MMOBRICEA LEPN-EHL, AROBE T LYEFEPNTWE 7201
AR CAINTHOLVED T H 5 EM 2 & WEICEGzREICT5MEZRAT
Vb,

29 LMEY S B720, & LV —EBEEOBTIETETICE> T RWIREETH 5%, HE
BRDEEBEFTICOWVTIEMFRHERR DI EPTELZDOT, KwWTRENL DG EHH T &
S R

2) =Y - VL7 7EEEDER

b=vZ - VIV 7 7 (Tonic Sol-fa) &, 19HATHITICEE TR L NS HEIC L 2105
OIGEEY T, FEHOHEATHRIED 7 o) ALFRRPMELFERZEIvyay - A7 —
WEBGIERAE N2 RFETIZSY V=28l E LTV, BEMOHRIE->Tnws I L

4) Grove Music Online @ ‘Tonic Sol-fa’ D IEIZIZ 19O FIZICY S — - 7> F « 757 7 — Sarah
Anna Glover [1786~1867] 2 X o THEH I, ¥ 5 ¥ - #— 7 = ¥ John Curwen [1816~1880] & =
Vo AU H— - Jj— 7 ¥ John Spencer Curwen [1847~1916] & |2 & o CIR#HICE R I N/-5LRE
OBREWED VAT L] L2 (2014412H2487 7 £ 2),
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2DV TR T L 728 Th B,

T, ¥ L—FH No. 5 (18924 8 A27HA, 465E. 7 7 — 7458 ABC. 16.4.1.v. 25, No.
157) WP L—Bb=v s - N7 7ERERBELEELEL CTOTEKREY, 20
EEBEOSHTEPL, KO LS CRSNTV S,

MIIHEDOHBETIZ [SWBIICKT6HEBIIE Y ETA. SADZ FAIZA-T, b=V
7NV T T EFEED -] BT LELL. HS [TO8A] IZHBLAD,
PEEPoCRBLAD, WRFOLALEBERSLKTOIRK) TEHFTEL L) TR T,
LPbMEE Do CTERL L) IR o72DT, SEEIMOALICHZ /K Bo>T, ZDOH
BDDICETFT 2L —5 —O#FEEY22H ) T,

I've been here at the invitation of the church[,] here I am six weeks, I have graduated a class of
eight people in the “Short Course” in Music with the Tonic Solfa Method. They can sing at sight,
or write from dictation and then sing the air of any common hymn tune or song in the world and
they have been so through that they are anxious to teach others and are making Wall Modulators

for that purpose.

o [EHT-R] OBBFRKSHOBEIZLLbDOTH o720, BB VOTHIRT
BAHTH L0, NETORETHL L, Ty [BE"ORE kb LTy
DDEEZEbELE, RRERAELTACHERLTW T AY Y - K- FEHAEO
Va—3 - FNVTF ¥ George Allchin (1852~1935) T&H o ZHREMITHWEEZ SN D, )V
F IZ18824E DR H LIk, RIRDBEXRHAL AR 2 POICHKIEIREDE B LA T, b=y
7 N7 7 REEOHBARTOEMME®1889 (HiG22) £ 9 H20HD 7 = ) AMELFERK (B
DT ) ALFER) TOFRETERT24%E, BRICBUTZ b=y 2 - YV 7 7 EHEDRT
LHEEE TH o7,

—J5. 4 L —#M No.7 (18954 5 A28 F A, ABZE. /N— b 2% : ABC. 16.4.1. v. 25, No.
159) [k iF, ¥ —id [18914F 9 FICEHE R ORDIIG UTHEELHE T L7012 [
A1) k72 (1 came in September *91 at request of the mission, to have charge of the music.) |
DTHAHD0, HAEARFR TR PLHBREEL LWt VT Y EEBH THE > Tna 2
bl s P

LYEED HATIE, 1890FIZHIE T I ) — /S b Emily Sophia Patton (1831~1912) i
XoThzv s - N7 7EOEEVPRBINT, AROERIBEISEINDOH o722k
PHISLN TS, &2 TRIEEBIHAKKES (1868~1940) 12 & o THADIR 72D

5) ERE[b=v 2z - Y7 7 O] (MEEOEYH S| 2 — X3 E) MELEEERE [

BetEl] #2875 (20154E 3 A) 46~56H. W [b=v 7 - VL7 7 DBEEEAIZR 2 TRHOFLE
BWE | MFERERKEMET [ME L2 RFERE] $625% 15 (2015) 115~129H,

* 1879 (BIIR12) FEHRILDOFTEHE LR DN D,
6) REALY [FERHEOPE, SHAKRE & FETLER] GBIAE. 2007) 46~48E,
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N, BESLHESINL L) o THY., FL—2BIMLZ#EESRD Z) Lz
BHIDDThHotbEL NS,

3) BMOFE

EHICHIRIEWT L2, ¥ L—FM No. 10 (18984 5 H 2 HAF, MFELFEEEFERE, N—
~%i; ABC. 16.4.1.v.25,No. 162) i3, b=v 27 - Y V7 7 OHEMOFEIFEED L) 12T %b
NIHPEIEZCND, TITHL—E [bov 2y - VLT 7 BRI LE ISR S8 LB %
D¥ERE] THY ., [FHOKALIZEDDIF L #BoFE] THhEHZ L, £ [A%
BEILT 2280 TE00] THLEHBALLET, [Ihoo [HELERD] P/
LIEFROBER LT O iFEs, —aflste LT, §XTOBEREIZAHY TS
NTw2d, PLOFAFLANCETE 072KV, 22 TINS OFEIKEIC b
S s INTFETEPNLZDOERARL I EZE LD, LPLIOTT V) FL4HE
BLadok] LELTWA, FOLETHL—3RD LI B FELTE>TW5,

F=v 27 - vV 7 7R [HEEERE] OB THEE Y FO Y & XA VHIZHEAT,
COEBERED =y T - YNV T T HEBALLBESOET2EHZITH BV, 20RO
LUIIFHREEL LT, BETAREL o =y 7 - VT 7HR [BEHEERE] %
FRERIZALTLL) ZEDRTERVESL I LI DLEGIHR L TWAHAET
b, SHOBERENIMHZ SN TV, F o fELNTITERTTH 572D T,
ZFO L) IHTBEHETHN TV HEEREN2ER V50542 ) v, e A RFERED
BB LEED] Ko TEB VP VERIR DL, N2y s - YVT 7 EETAUST
BENIERE 25 -TiEdR . LELEFLVEEREFTEVANSNTHEDTH S
o, 7o 2108 TH o THEAIZE o TUIRELRIITITHR B,

You know the Tonic Solfa Method of teaching music, is the one best fitted for beginners,
simplest and for people with voices of narrow compass particularly well adapted, as the key can be
lowered so easily (Transposition is nothing to the Tonic Solfaist, you know, whereas people think
only musicians can transpose in the Staff notation). These girls like to sing English hymns, our
book, and all hymn books but one, are in Staff Notation, so the music, the notes are of no use to
nine tenths of our girls. I have tholughlt of interleaving these hymn books with the times written
in T. S. F [= Tonic Sol-Fa], but the plan does not work.

Might not a better to Biglow & Main, publishers of a T. S. F. ed. [= edition] of “The Church
Praise Book,” bring word addresses of Churches who have bought T. S. F editions of the book and
might not letters to some church result in Kobe College having its discarded T S. F. Church Praise
Books.

My own Church had at one time three sets of books lying around, of no value but for waste

paper — 25 to 50 copies of such discarded books, (T. S. F. edition) would be a bonanza to us —
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T. S. F. is not very popular in America — new hymn books are often bought — even 10 books
would be a great help to us.

I havn't the money to pay Biglow & Main 50 ¢ gold for new books, in the while, and have
them found cheaply out here — I've tholughlt much of this plan — there are plenty of English
Hymn books in T. S. F. but they aren’t like the American books — and would cost money beside.
If the books could be given, or nearly so, I could and would pay the expense of getting them out
here.

Now if you can get some one to attend to this, and save yourself, the trouble, please doj; if not,
can you attend to it and put me under obligation to you again?

How shall T pay my debts to you tho[ugh].

If you think the plan chimerical and unworkable, throw this in the waste basket, and never
mind ever answering. If it succeeds, I'll get the bill and the books sometime.

T've no time to write about anything tonight. Commencement music has pressed me hard for
three weeks, but it’s close now, not too high nor too hard, I hope now comes the work of drilling

the girls till they can sing it.

HEPSELND LI, SNETFEDI VDD EROETH 725 ) ThHb, LILS
DIRFIYEELBEF T, ¥ L—FM No. 12 (18984FE10H21H., ANAFMr V=5 > k|
T T E Y FET66EWSFE, /S— b %G ABC. 16.4.1.v. 25, No. 164) Tid, [Ewv 7o
AL VHPLD Y - YN T P RICOWTIE, FRICELTFE LTINS &3 E
HIETLEIHV] LHEERELTV A,

IDIIHIEHEBLTCHEP SR BEL ol b=y 7 - VIV 7 7R [HE&FEETE]
1008 DIBEE FF 72D Th BB FEZ 0 XS 2B OMEFEE 1 BTRD o 2OTIRE
{y AEBICIBETRDODRTWBEIEPHONE, FOREREZ 200, ¥ L —&fH No.
19 (19024F 4 A12H fH &, MELHERME. /N~ b »4i . ABC. 16.4.1. v. 34, No. 153) T
Hbo ZZTHL—E Th=v s - V7 7RI L 2HESEFEREN S HIZ100LE] L&
E¥EoTWh, T2 NMOADEREN VLD, HFFELY FD 5 DIZI0AIZ B iz ol
LTy 150N FZy 7 - VLT 7% FEATEHMBTZY | LEINTBY, 1902440
TR o C b M 72 AERORIE VA DTHY ., F=v s - VLT ik
DHPRBPICHETH o122 LW H b

7) “About those Tonic Sol-fa books from Biglow & Main, How kind of them to give them to the School. I wrote
my letter of thanks to them and then, remembering your suggestion that I write something which they could
publish ablou]t how the system worked in Japan. I did not send it till I could write the something.”

8) 1 have been in adequate minds about writing to you, yet the need is four times as great as in 1898 when I wrote
before.” The Church Praise Book in T. S. F., Biglow & Main, I have a few. I need 100 more.,” Would it be
possible to find some, which had been discarded by some church? Churches are always changing. There isn’t
any $ 100, yet 190 girls w'd read the hymns, not ten of them can read from Staff notation, while 150 read &
understand Tonic Sol-fa. I don’t know any cheaper hymn book in T. S. F. Will you think of the matter and act

if you can?
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4) REERNOFE

ZOEHIILTHY L—ORREEEHHORN., £ L CHESD» L oBpRE L v I B2 15B
T, 100%8 b DBEREHNLEREIZE S N7z 18984E 1210080, F 721902412  100EFATE S 1
TEZOTHIUEL, ZOBEREDS LR 2HE > T T BN L BV €9 F R TREN
=D OPAC THREL2EZ A, kD 1y F Lz, MEEAMHEIC [HEESE| L LT
BAEENTVSE I THr, b=v 2 - VL7 7 [BEEERE] ZWRDI88IET, 20
. 18824 L1BRTARICFME N T WD DT, AFFHEOZ D 1 I NI ERE RS &
BNTE 5,

The church praise book: a selection of hymns and tunes for Christian worship, Biglow & Main, 1838,
WS A, EEES, AR
F5783.9/ST1. %5%F 5 0031286

EoZ L A A TRHETHEICHAWE D
A, TEED ZOBEREIE S V- DR
HEnhTw: (BE1, BE2), BHE2
BRDLESMD LI, TOEEREDOTMK
2O i UK IZ 13 [Walter Cary, Kyoto, from
Miss Torrey, Sept. 15. 1894 L FE &N Tv 5,
FREOETIEREDEL bOOER NP LT
EHZL—BEOFI bbb LIENSNS,
TA VO ANHPIGYUMETH A DT, ZD 1
BEEROE Yy 7ay & A4 DS DI
FEAObDTH B, §4bbINE, §TIC
18044E1213 % L — DWW T W EETH
B EDHSMT, TR 1898 & 1902FE D
2. £ HbOZDIZI0HE VD T L
o LHEPVETHL L LTT A ) W S
HERD b O L HEES NS, v Nl 4

B, ZOFEERELTHESNIHFO T+ s
W& — - =) (EERERTE) &, A—T4
A+ ="t (Rev. Otis Cary, D. D.) ®K
HLEZONG, F— ) ELIZI8BEDH
1918F F CHARTIHFE L/2T AV - K—
FOEHM T, AMELMERTREHE & S ,
D, MALFEREBELHEDO AW TH S, 1 BE? REEOBUEOY Y
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TIZiF 4 ADFESHEDHY, ZBD 755 (Frank) EELDT VX (Alice) 1ZFIZT7 2 Y
HY - R—FOBEHMERY, BEYV 3 —7 (George) LB 74 VF — (Walter) 17 2
HTHEEIEE (E500EE00EARH) 2 L2 M6 TWwEEn)Y,

DL ) CESEOESBG L OMET, NEHEOBRFEHOFAEVHERTEDE—DDH
BTHY. 2. ZOBEBZEREONEDEMETT 22 LI2X > Ty 19005FHHRDORFEDHEH
BOEREZRETL-00BEH2FHP ) SBONLZ LIRS,

5) MBOEXEEE Y L—0EH

& L —&f No. 7 (18954F 5 A28 HfF. ABK%1E ; ABC. 16.4.1. v. 25, No. 159) L. 4EED
RADTEBBOTRERL TV B, 22 TF L—i [HRAOBICIEERITHT 5 — MO
A%, BECEDR R, FNFVIRIBLALEZOREIZD RV, TNVF LV EFHELLVWER
INTHIEFEAEVRY] EENTWS, 1895F LS 2. ¥ L —IZKROMEL AR D FE
BMEBOLES. FEDIBMAELNOHFLSFREIC S IFFEHEM L LGB 2 BEAITKR W
FEERIC 472 %,

o Ty TCTORBOL IIMBALFERICETLLDOTIEH LA, L —ED L) &fg
EHEEAWTOWZR, TORBEEDLELLONH > TERREV, ZITH L—id, E#2H
EICIEAL &, Z0720ICF B REP B LIT2058U0s. 1EBIRE 1IEREOA
BHDRTH, SEFIOANDADE 2 BT, ZOMITEESE 3BT THEA, 5 1 BRICH
FoTVBEFEF—ADNEWVEFFAL TS, ZZTELIERELE. FHEOFIY, £2
BEIZBMTOV YL, EIBBITERMTO 779 FEEKRL TV,

I saw there was no public sentiment about music, among the Japanese, there was no ear,
organs were rare in homes, few could ever hope to own one; to sing “Sambika” tunes, and to play
them and a march or tow, was the ideal musical education, hence I tho’t, “our grounding in
fundamentals must be complete and exact and as far as we go we must be thoro[ugh]”. T worked on
those lines, thou[gh] very few of those who had had any previous training submitted to my drill.

For these years there has been a rule (tho[ugh] largely a dead letter!) “All pupils must go to
Singing Class” but there has been irritation every commencement, because I would not “show off”
girls who had never been in my classes. My promise, which I have never broken, was “anything my
classes can sing, I will get up for Commencement or any time you wish”. I have worked up from the
bottom, literally, for the first year we could only sing in the “First Step”, (I hope you are familiar
with the Tonic Solfa method, I found that in use here), this year I have had a class of ten, who
voluntarily met after school to sing two part songs at sight. When I stopped in March, I had 46

girls in my classes, all but 10 in the 3" Step, those 10 in the 2 Step and no First Step. All were

9) WA EREREOEMBIMELL b OEHRIZL B,
10) 2O b=y 7 - V7 7R [BEEERE] 200 Tk, TRV A PTHEZHET 5L TE 5,
https://archive.org/stream/praisebook00stry#page/n399/mode/2up
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working well, many very well, indeed.

18964F [C B LD EHHE L R o THLEVLRENOER L, & L —Ef§ No.8 (1897
41 A23H 4, MECERREE  ABC. 16.4.1. v. 25, No. 160) TH Y., TR (7%
bt OBAIMRLER) o0H LBIZOWTEITVEAE, 23 THARADIKE
WEZ EFRTIE. SO TERAY [FEICENRIES] ESoTwIDREORED DD
PEGBHRNES D EBRRTWT, YHOWEBOEREZET LI ENTE D,

I received last week from him a very cordial invitation to “come up to Osaka, any afternoon I
pleased and teach music, six organ pupils and three or four singing classes were anxiou; to be
taught. There had been no teaching last term and the singing was getting very bad.”/” By the way
did you hear any Japanese singing? If so, you may hardly be able to imagine what a Japanese calls

“very bad.”

FZOEFO/METIE, F L —PHERFREOERDO— AN LT, BHOEBIZHES T
FOME (FIVIF) 23K22EICHDETIR. HOWIHDY AP LMT LW RE
L7280 FR LTV ENFEONTWE, £9)FTHZLI0LoT, MOAEZOR D A%
EOLBEPMBEENTVWLIDTH A, TOLI LBV FRN I TLVEELD Lk ne
VI RS ABFICEH S hTwaY,

When a girl is excused from all her classes until she can sing the Doh Chord, d m s m d, after her
teacher, in the Singing class, a public sentiment soon grows, that it is wise to obey the singing
teacher, I think my position with the girls grows more secure each month as they know more their
reason is forced to approve my methods or the system I use. Still no one is sure of a Japanese.

Trouble may come tomorrow.

S V- FHARIBILEEHLBFOLIT L SIIOVWT, [Thbo [HFZREED)]
YLl bICBEROME [(FVT 2T I LEEDLRVETHIITEITOHRTHITL LS
B ETHRDPOERFEFIZLTPLWHEETH 2, b LENDSHIEZS, ZOEROBIRD
BB O R TR Z NSO 722 122 505, BADSEIN A0 Ly [EE]] LB Tw
5o

It is a very difficult thing to teach these girls to play hymn tunes, respectably, I do not say well. If it

11) FE, WEDI8BEIIIMIELFR TS L — Ot L IREIE W EEEL T, & L -4 —HER2R
WY 2 Lo eB S d o728, IOV TREHART THFREROTREE — 7 AV -
K= FHARI v v a Y EREHER €0 4—] [F) 2 M EGESMEIE] 8515 (2002) 189~212H
WCERR DD B DTHIET B
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can be done I shall succeed, under the present management of this School, but changes may come. I
leave that to the Lord. I know He can find work for me, when it is not best for me to teach Music

here any longer.
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12) The tholugh]t is, no new purpose will be taken and two Jap. Girls whom I have trained can keep on with the
present pupils who are young, and mostly beginners.
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