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Summary

This article is an attempt to reevaluate 4 Bertram’s Hotel (1965) by Agatha Christie (1890-1976) as a literary
work from the perspective of semiotics so that it may gain a higher appraisal than it has received as a mystery in
genre criticism.

At Bertram’s Hotel has long been regarded as a work of police fiction or a mediocre mystery, for Chief-
Inspector Davy is far more actively involved in solving the crimes than the major character, Miss Marple. The
literary ideal Agatha Christie has cherished in this work of fiction, however, seems to lie instead in rendering
something more notable, though with the scheme of “mystery” in mind, that is likely to slip past any critical
approaches featuring the category of “mystery.” That “something” can be found in her representation of
Bertram’s Hotel, formerly seen as a mere backdrop, in that the hotel heralds the rise of “virtual reality” and the
advent of “theme parks,” both of which have been flourishing as new products of signs since the late 20th
century.

In theory, Bertram’s Hotel just puts on a semblance of “Edwardian England,” and yet it actually goes beyond
the wall of time as it enchants the visitors with such an irresistible sense of reality as to nullify the dualism of
“original vs. copy.” Likewise, scenes of daily life and those of crimes centering around the hotel are both
structured to reverse the indivisible phases of appearance and reality, thereby transforming the whole hotel to a
sign, “pockets,” namely, a hideaway for guests and a hideout for criminals. It is this world of signs where the
turnover of appearance and reality recurs, like in virtual reality, that Agatha Christie has aimed to represent in
this novel by means of “mystery.” Reality is fiction, while fiction is reality. Human beings are no more than
actors playing the reversal. The author has thus brought this message from Shakespeare back to life in modern

times.
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