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Yasuzawa, Mine

The Increase of Urban Population and the
Change of Family Structure.

Résumé

Urban population has increased in relation with the economic
growth in the post war period. Though the phenomenon is
prevailing over the world, that of Japan has been quite a
surprising one.

Japan has experienced such a rapid change in the acceleration
of the increase of urban population since 1955, that the change
has brought many social problems, resulting social instability,
the rise of consumer price, housing shortage, the crime of
youngsters, public nuisance and so on.

Urbanization, however, has resulted in change and improve-
ment of the standard of living among the people living in the
metropolitan area.

Now we intend to study on the urbanization and population
~change in Hanshin area as a premise of consumption problems.
We selected four cities for the case study; Amagasaki, Nishi-
nomiya, [tami and Toyonaka, which are situated from the north
to the west surrounding Osaka.

So far the population of Osaka city increased so much that
it can receive no more, these satellite cities now are absorbing
the increase in population.

The family size has been reducing as the urbanization advan-
ced. And the nuclear family is generalized in urban area.

Those changes in population and family size have ‘much
influence on our way of living, especially on the quantity of
consumption.



