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Summary

In this paper, I explored how prostitutes are treated in the Bible. “Shrine
prostitute” and “harlot” appear in the Old Testament. The shrine prostitute
was a custom of paganism and was forbidden in Israeli holy places (ex.
Deuteronomy 23:18). In fact, however, immoral sexual acts with shrine
prostitutes were observed in Israel, and the prophets foretold the judgement of
God (ex. Hosea 4 :14). On the other hand, Israelis did not criticize harlots as
shrine prostitutes.

“Prostitute”, which is a synonym of “harlot”, appears in the New
Testament. Their social status was low; they were discriminated against by the
class of Jewish leaders such as the scribes and the Pharisees. However, Jesus
said to them, “the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom
of God ahead of you" (Matthew 21:31). In addition, he accepted “a sinful
woman~ (Luke 7:36) who was a prostitute. Jesus invited her to salvation.

However, it may be said that the later Christian church and heritage did not
follow this position of Jesus. For example, the apostle Paul forbade sexual
immorality in the Corinth church and commanded that it remove people who
performed such an act. Paul banned a Christian and a prostitute from becoming
one body and stated, “fornicators will not inherit the kingdom of God” (I
Corinthians 6 : 10).

The thoughts of Paul were inherited by the later Christian churches.
Abstinence was made much of in the Church Father era, and prostitutes were
removed from churches. However, it was recognized as “a necessary evil” at
the same time. Furthermore, this tendency continued in the Catholic Church of
the Middle Ages, and the church approved prostitution to protect the purity of
society and the church. Religious reformers also discriminated harshly against
prostitutes, but accepted them as “a necessary evil” in the same way as the
Catholic Church.

Keywords: prostitute, temple prostitute, sexual immorality, adultery,
Apostolic Fathers
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