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Summary

This paper aims to outline the music education given to YUKI Shigeko
(1900-1969), a female writer and the first Akutagawa Prize winner after the
Second World War in 1949, through the examination of the historical materials
donated to and owned by Kobe College as the YUKI Shigeko Library.

YUKI Shigeko being her pen name, her original name is ITHARA neé
SHINKAI Shige. She entered the Music School of Kobe College in April 1918
and left it in January 1921.

In this paper the following three points are examined: 1) Music education
she received in Kobe College, 2) her master—pupil relationship with YAMADA
Koscak (1886-1965), and 3) their relationship in their lives.

1) Lesson Notebook of the Music School of Kobe College (1907-1923) tells
us that she had piano, organ and vocal lessons in the Spring and Fall terms of
1918 and Winter term of 1919, and that the materials she studied were mainly
for beginners. Without receiving any piano lessons in her childhood, she seems
to have been rather slow in her hand movement.

2) Concerning her master-pupil relationship with YAMADA, the opinions
of scholars diverge, especially on its beginning time. Through a close
investigation of the related materials, it has become clear that they met for the
first time on the 25th February 1917 in Osaka Hotel, and at that time she
became his pupil. However the YUKI Shigeko Library does not contain any
music piece composed by YUKI, but only some notes and notebooks, which
show her study of counterpoint.

3) Although her study of composition with YAMADA stopped because of
her hospitalization, followed by her marriage and stay in Europe, their personal
contact continued all through their lives, as testified by their letters and
writings in journals as well as some printed music books signed by YAMADA
with a dedication to YUKL
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