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Abstract

An online survey of 500 unmarried adults was conducted to examine the reality of dating violence. In
particular, we focused on the association between possessive relationships, violence acceptance, and the
understanding of damage resulting from violence. Although a possessive relationship is said to influence dating
violence the youth tend to believe in such possessiveness in relationships and depend on and control their
partners. The results revealed that men are involved in possessive relationships and violence acceptance more
than women. With regard to violence, both women and men who expressed and received aggression were
involved in possessive relationships and violence acceptance more than those who did not express or receive
aggression. In addition, both men and women involved in possessive relationships tend to estimate lesser
damage resulting from assaults when they receive psychological violence. In conclusion, we need to investigate
potential violence and develop dating violence prevention programs that take into consideration possessive

relationships in the future.
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