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No matter where you go, there you are —— except at the library!

Cindi SturtzZ8th5sa

Greetings fellow students at Kobe College! It has been almost 10 months since |
came to Japan. Since some time has passed, people often ask me many questions
regarding my thoughts about Japan. For example, | am asked how | am enjoying life in
Japan; or, what kinds of food | like. But, my favorite question is this: FZRIZEDTI D\
Why is this my favorite question? Because, | get to answer in the following way: &5
B TAIRI am enjoying life in Japan and my life at Kobe College very much. And, my
research really is [F5(E5 so | think everything is OK!

As many of you may know already, | spend much time in the library (usually the $i8B);
it is one of my favorite places on campus. Again, you may wonder why. Well, the
answer has to do with the title of this essay “No matter where you go there you are —-
except for the library. "When | am in the library, | can pick up a book and imagine

myself any place in the world; or, | can imagine myself as anyone in the world. How?



Well, by picking up just any book off of the library shelf. It is such a good feeling to
escape without going anywhere. Also, as you all are well aware, Kobe College is an all
women'’s school . . . but, men can be found on campus! Are you surprised? Where can
we find these men? In the library! The books are full of men (and women) from
everywhere; we can learn about people —— how they act, what they eat, how they talk,
anything —— by just picking up certain books in the library. The other day, while | was
looking in the sociology (fI=%) area of the library, | found many books on what
people in different areas of Japan eat! It was really interesting. And then, when | was
in the linguistics (§8%) area, | was able to find out that in different areas of Japan,
the same food is called by different names! Now, you may think that this is not very
interesting . .. but, trust me, reading these books can make you feel as if you live in a
foreign country, even if you don’tl Anyway, my point is merely this: the library is a really
fun place and | love it in there! And, as many of you may already know, | really like to
have fun .. that is the REAL reason that | came to Japan (but don't tell anyone, as

many people think that | came here to study)).

If you see me in the library, | am probably trying to find information about how
Japanese men talk, think, and just generally go about life as that is my research area;
but, probably | am in the library having fun, too, so, please do not hesitate (ZE L0\
) to talk to mel!

Good luck at your own studies! Z2UHENSHMBELFEL LD |
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