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Catherine Vreeland ZEXERIEIS
Kobe College Library Comics Collection

At the time a library creates a special collection, it faces the challenge of
naming it. In the case of a collection of comics, the question is, of course, what is
collected. Are these political cartoons”? Editorial cartoons”? Comic books? Comic
strips? Graphic novels? What is the purpose of the collection? A Comic Art

Collection has a different purpose than a Cartoons Collection, for example.

When the National Art Library of the Victoria and Albert Museum in England
decided to collect 20th century comics, they not only included every format they
could find, but also selected according to design and art, or even social
representations of life in the 20th century. About ten years ago they had an
exhibition of Japanese culture called “Visions of Japan,” and they papered one of the
rooms’ walls with pages from contemporary Japanese comics. After the exhibit

closed, they kept representative comics to add to their collection.

As students and professors on the Kobe College campus investigate,
analyze, and translate Japanese comics, now is a good opportunity to begin the Kobe
College Library Comics Collection. If the library could begin with an exhibition and
make it the foundation of a socially relevant collection of comics, we could have the

materials we need for study at our fingertips.
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