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Abstract

This study focuses on the Second Temple period during which diverse interpretations of the Bible emerged.
In particular, this paper deals with the Qumran comﬁlunity’s conception of cooperation with angels and the
indirect and paradoxical effects this conception might have had on Jesus and the New Testament. Their
conception of cooperation with angels seems to have supported the legitimacy of the community whose
members resisted the Temple power in Jerusalem. Their practice of celibacy or closed table fellowship can be
understood in the context of their conception of similarity/cooperation with angels. Jesus showed people “the
kingdom of God” through his table fellowship which was open to those who were excluded from the table
fellowship of the contemporary Jews. The gospel literature (especially Luke) might have depicted angels in the

Jesus story in order to introduce Jesus’ message to readers effectively.
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