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Abstract

Library has been a locus for human civilization, physically or ideally: a representation of <knowledge> and
<order>. This paper proposes “library as topos” from the perspective of Sociology of Knowledge. The social
imagery of library may be represented in fictional libraries as well as in real architectures. We shall see some of
the “library fiction,” namely fictional works that make some reference to libraries. Procedures in Sociology of
Literature may be useful in this respect. We will depict “Social Imagery of Library” as Heterotopic (as M.
Foucault used) rather than Utopic.

This is the first part of the article consisting of (0) Library as Topos, (1) The Image of the Library and (2)
Reading Library/Library Fiction.

Keywords: library, sociology of literature, social order, organization, heterotopia
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