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The Uniqueness of the Uta-awase Held in the Palace on August 10, 985
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Abstract

Emperor Kazan was born in 968, crowned in October 984, and abdicated after roughly two years during the
time of political change called Kannanoben. Emperor Kazan loved Japanese Waka poetry, and held a special poetry
contest called an Utg-awase in the Imperial Palace twice during his brief reign.

This paper discusses the uniqueness of the first Uta-awase held on August 10, 985. The record indicates that
this Ufa-awase consisted of 12 Japanese Waka poems divided into six sets of two each. Furthermore, it was
suddenly held as a small private meeting with the participants consisting of only the Emperor and his aides and
there was no banquet. However, this contest followed the typical style of Uta-awase, in which judges presented a
topic and decided winners in front of the emperor.

The collection of poems called “Kintoushuu” by FUJTTWARA Kintou, one of the participants in attendance,
however, describes this gathering as something like Uta-awase. Strangely, he did not affirm that it was an official
Uta-awase. The fact that the Emperor’s beloved mistress died in the month prior to this Uta-awase could be an
important factor as to why this Uza-awase is not considered official.

After examining the poems sung at this Uza-awase, it became clear that this Uza-awase had a special purpose
to comfort the young Emperor. The poem he made was full of sorrow and, as a consequence, every participant
wrote poems to comfort him on the spot. In this sense, it was a very unique and unusual Utz-ewase, which, I
conclude, is the reason why Kintou avoided naming the Ufa-awase as official and chose the euphemistic

expression instead.

Keywords: the Uta-awase in the palace, Emperor Kazan, FUJIWARA Kintou, the first year of Kanna,
Woaka literature, Heian era
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