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> Pawel Leszkowicz (Associate Professor, Adam Mickiewicz University)
“The Poetics and Politics of LGBTQ Visibility Campaigns across Europe:
A Perspective of Art History and Curating, Political Philosophy and — First

and Foremost — Gender Studies”

Our lecture explores selected Europe's gay and lesbian photographic visibility
campaigns as actions for social change. By visibility campaigns we understand
public images produced by a variety of queer organizations and artists
displayed to foster lesbian and gay rights, including marriage equality. We will
scrutinize the social and political aspects of these community-based
photographs which project the utopic vision of the empowerment and
celebration of queer lives in public spaces. The visual campaigns aim to
transform the complex system of inequalities and prejudices that still exist in
various European countries. Additionally, we analyze the visibility campaigns
within the framework of the EU's human rights legislation. In our
interpretation, these public photographs develop into action and utopia, as

conceptualized by Hannah Arendt, Ernst Bloch and José Esteban Munoz.
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