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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the performing tours to Taiwan by the Soprano singer NAGAI Ikuko (1893-
1983) as reported by the Tuiwan Nichinichi Sinpou (Taiwan Daily Newspaper) using the database prepared by
the Transmission Books & Microinfo. The results of this research are as follows: 1) There are eighty one
articles in Taiwan Nichinichi Sinpou related to her. 2) Nagai made Taiwan tours five times in 1928, 1930, 1933,
1936 and 1937. 3) Her tours resulted from a fraud case. 4) Thirty five recitals are reported in these articles (six
for the first tour, four for the second, twenty-two for the third, one for the fourth and two for the fifth). 5)
These numbers represent no more than half of the actual recitals given by Nagai in Taiwan. 6) The details of
the prgram are reported for six concerts and the structure design is reported for three. 7) She made her third
Taiwan tour on the advise of the Minister of Colonial Affairs, NAGAI Ryutaro, giving recials in many schools
(elementary, girls’, and normal schools), singing the ‘Song of the Construction of New Japan’ with the lyrics by
NAGALI Ryutaro, the music by MIYARA Choho. 8) NAGAI ITkuko’s Supporters’ Association was established
for her second Taiwan tour in 1930 and its main members were officers of the Taiwan Governor’s Office. It is
also to be mentioned that in February 1932 NAGAI Ikuko made the school boys and girls not only listen to but
also sing together the ‘Song of the Construction of New Japan’, whose text is nationalistic and agressive. From
today’s point of view, this appears to be an anticipation of the Japanization education to come in Taiwan in

September 1932.
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