VSRR 5534%  Women's Studies Forum No. 34 (March 2020) pp. 21-41

AAL + 478D “A Family Supper’ 251} 5
HEDDRYIEY T4

i I X

Narrative Sensibility in Kazuo Ishiguro’s “A Family Supper”

MIZOGUCHI Kaoru

PR EEBE RS SCE JesSCERE 0%
ARG 0 ¥ k-mizogu@mail kobe-c.ac.jp



Abstract

“A Family Supper” is Kazuo Ishiguro’s earliest short story describing a
Japanese family in crisis in the period of the 1970s. This short thesis examines
the author’s formalistic and thematical treatments of the issue in detail and
proves the author’s insights about the factors of the family fissures and his
elaborate devices to involve the reader in closer reading. As a result, the thesis
argues that Ishiguro shows an excellent narrative sensibility in the story as a

writer who challenges the ethics of connectedness in the age of diversity.

Keywords: family relationship in crisis, false plot, narrator’'s preoccupation and

its revision, gender ideology, denial of the other
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I think, now in respect that he much resembled Chou En-lau, although he
would not have cherished such a comparison, being particularly proud of

pure samurai blood that ran in the family. (434-5)
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[A]boyhood memory came back to me of the time that he had struck me

several times around the head for “chattering like an old woman.” (435)
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“My ambition was always the air force... If your ship was struck by the
enemy, all you could do was struggle in the water hoping for a lifeline. But

in an aeroplane, —well—there was always the final weapon.” (440)
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[T]hey do nothing of the sort... [P]eople in Japan don’'t go around killing

themselves as easily as people in the West assume.”
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“Kikuko tells me Watanabe-san took his whole family with him.”

My father lowered his eyes and nodded. For some moments he seemed
deep in thought. “Watanabe was very devoted to his work,” he said at last.
“The collapse of the firm was a great shock to him. I fear it must have
weakened his judgement.”

“You think what he did —it was a mistake ?”

“Why, of course. Do you see it otherwise ?”

“No, no. Of course not.”



“There are other things besides work.” (442)
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We fell silent again. The sound of locusts came in from the garden. I looked

out into the darkness. The well was no longer visible. (442)
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The poison resides in the sexual glands of the fish, inside two fragile bags.

When preparing the fish, these bags must be removed with caution, for



any clumsiness will result in the poison leaking into the veins. Regrettably,
it is not easy to tell whether or not this operation has been carried out

successfully. The proof is, as it were, in the eating. (434)
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“T've come to believe now that there were no evil intentions in your mind....

You were swayed by certain — influences. Like so many others”
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THELOMEDA XD, ZOROLRPTHBPRET 2 ZMEZD b O
WOENTELIERETEEDIZ, T2, 2R, 272 X0MEBIZL Y 25
P OBOERD R VEEFZDOLDLERTOTH L, HHOHCEEN
Ty F—fiEE,. HEVRERET AT T4 T4 1E, #R. BRE SO
LADHBEDFEREZEL &L I, BLEAHEZLICES LOHDZLE bWV X
5

STHEBEI [FA] RF 7 IOV THIMEFLTHEI ). I, Thehl
)L BHOFEE IRE,SENTTHHEEE LGETH o720 7225,
LIIZFALBRENGHNIZELTH, ZOEEPLHENONIFTELOTH S
Ie BIRIE, F7 T, KROKFTECORANE E S IZHBZ LR L G4
ZLTBY, BRICRFFEGBELERL L) EFo7cv 24 F X LT
b, ESISEONZWEEFE LAWEEZ, TA)DII—#IATo728 LT
LAEBILT LD LB THEIVEEZTWE, 2O TH 7 2k, 30FEK%E
PEXTT2IZANIMNDODOH o 724D HAROFZ WO L § 2 5
GO RAZ 5. 725, XOuAicid [LWiR] = LCIRES —FH. €9 L7-H
GO_EEEL O THOILE L LLAEDITFL L) BEEL L5 TWEL T



I, WEEDPELORPIDEEDLIL DL, B 21X, Tve been dying for a smoke
for the last half-hour” (436) &% A 5, LHEFVILEDIZHIE T >Z D
HIRY) TRL RNV EITELEEEZFEFDLXTD, WEKEST LIPS
“unnecessary theatrical puffs” (436) =W\ TR L%, [RELEIZ] RF
BEEOW N2 L TAELNTLEOTH S, ZIUIEEDOE D WITH L TRS
BLIPRESL2 L LN, ZAHENC, ZOHIED X, 2N E TRORITH&
BEIELNTZZORNETLHD L7, F7o. KBIArEmEoNns
EL BRI BWIZZEC LR R b,

“Father’s become quite a chef since he’s had to manage on his own.”
Kikuko said with a laugh. He turned and looked at my sister coldly.
“Hardly a skill I'm proud of,” he said. “Kikuko, come here and help.”

For some moments my sister did not move. Then she stepped forward and

took an apron hanging from a drawer. (438)

HL72EIHE RS, WOICEZ 2 PG EHE TS 220 Th 2 8D
BEICD AT, BERLSH. BELHFTHBO R THELL: RV
T O|WBIENTH T B, BHETH > TEDDIZ, —l@yhra5
BEEVIIR OB B2DTIE GRS ) 10 XpbMrmlohde KX
IR HEALZ L) ML IZAT 5, A TORDIE, £b 2L HIIC
M CORY OWIETHLLIIZHAZLEDTH D,

FraANPTH) LERAGESZELTWAZ EIE, WA ) DELARLEL
AIZED DR VEFIZ L FEN TV D, FlZIE. FEOTHTIE, F7 23Mb
27 0 72 KOG EOZEAIZ ATz e LTh, HONEOZLIZ I
LRV E D e F731F KPREBTICED L)ootz ) Ten
HoTWeho, [RIEIIRKLAZBHAL] EZ20LEES T LRDOTH S,
F 72 (R 25, St L7z & EOROMF 2 F 7z, 27 31 Don't
know. You can never tell with Father” (437) & &< FIF v, o TAHIUR,



Frald, O ERLZBEEICH L TIeL R ADOHEES 27 SO b H7:
BWFIER D72, B SO HED7ATEB R S 7RI 2255
WEER L A b 72 WIFFE T A MEIC T LT, BEZ X, Y= hVICHD
ML TWb, BAL 3R> THBETE 2WBHEORI T, K CHE L T
bo TNUE, KDL EWLEHGE LT, B L o725 BETHL I LT
BEVDS 2\ 7205, ZTOW A, HIIE, T AV AW 22 E 2 T HH
FOT 274 FLOBRIZBNTH, ZE L7ZBRPEITZ L IIBEs v
L, IRZiE, 228 L b ORE L WEREENS EIFFL T
WRWEDIEE R 72055 T0WhE L7z, Fhid, KRR LT T
B2, EARMEIHLTL, BHICHLETLE) DL LAGWEETH S
TEERIRLED,

COEIIATLD L, CORBEOTHBUVDOOLNN OHENFEIZIZEA LR
W EDbh b, K. B FLTHFZ73ldE, Wiy, —REELELToDR
B ERESTWDEIICHZ, Lo, RS, #6513 ME TH 2 HFE2EE
HDLVIIEML CTEDETHL, BELLZMFEZFL. 2O REKIZH L.
ORPNEAETLZLEZH DB TEHELTH, TORVDOLNIZT TITHF
DFIENDREZ O TOIEZ ORRIZETE L 2o UL, 242D 2
R 72L LT ZOEMTH 28 o722 = 2V A difiE L CoiudnifE
LW LTS %o RA2IT720T0F LR HEIEIC R 72 (23 2 EFE
RSB . BRIIFHBESNZNTHS ) ZOERT, ZOWEIR, K
EBEROEHEOBIEITER B 2 WiEL VW) TENTE S,

W2, COWREDORIE. 9 L-REOBEBOBITFE, TOBROER S,
HH0IE. COFRKOBEBROBEORS LR TELDTH A, Tl I,
WORER%E 59 OBIIED Zo/hilld, &@HLEP RV EHFIFTWIDTH
BADe BELL, TOBERRTE o7 TR ICIEFEN D LD TIERVH,
EVIHDIE, F7 L ESTEYFIZZOWEDOLHNT, METHLLDLO
AN E T L ZDBWRIEIE N DS H o720 LT, O 7KL
DEALDFERIE, TOWFED LN TIE, BT TIEH 5 L LTHHENT, 22O,



BELZ O, T, ZOWREOFEY DN T, BFTE VWD L
TEERIED Z & E, SRR VCOTE RV bBAAZDE I RORIGFE
TLIEE b La v, 720, L oMRBRIISRBRISLEMETZE bR
Vo BIROMBIE LRI, BZO L INALFEY THIFbNTn L, HAZ
DEBEOWEEZTEL DL, FFDOZEDRYEHIERA B 20TV,
UEDOZ bbbz A 7k, FiEE W) AMELOD %A ) O
LSO 2B%E LY, WHIRRUEFOR S SMEKMICHEE L, F
T2EN@ IS, INFEF TORBNFIIE R W, WiEPE I Lw) 2 &
Thbo 72222, B4 ULORMR OB NHBIROB: LV BlFEL |
SRR LB E DR DL FORKY S EHBLANERE LS LT HEROMEN %
Rz bH) TN TE b 2TOXHIT, A7, 3 ZOHEMANIIC
Lo THRORIO—EEH LI EVZLEDTH DY,

Pt
Sim, Wai-Chew (124).

2 A 7mik. HRIZAEN, 5ETERIFTHI L2, 2oL HoREEIE, 20
MEBMETZHI) THNGEDO TV L DI LKL HRORELEZLDHDLT LT
BERICERE S L W) BN H o7 2 L Rk LY TRE- T b,

3 Sim (91). %12 Malcolm Bradbury #i The Penguin Book of English Modern Short
Stories (1988) 1ZHTI. % BAMEROP S DOFIHIZZOMIZL Y, "=V DA%
TN TORT . B HAFERIETRTEZICL S,

4 BlzIE, ZoO—FKoW Kikuko, £ OB A Suichi TH 5. ZNENHREHEES
BEEEm DhoF] (19544F) 128528 F, B—rblonTwib, £70. #
BLhoTWbA—RORVB. B THLZ b, TmEDY — VIS T 5 “locust”
() & F72)ImBER O JEE (1] @ Seidensticker (2 & 2 FFRICMHEH & LT
BEEEM) TWE L) TH D, 2B I OFFILTIE, 15—, Shuichi LS
Twb, —HT [FHoOEZR] 12D T %Y 27 413 Suichi LFt#iS T3,

CO/RFUE BITH BRI ) I, RESN TV BRI IS OB LD
LID LT 5o TOFEMRZTL WV ZIE, BRI 2 AEFRKEANE SR L T <80
FRE HANS, HRZWEWIZED» ZERNERELREBAEZETOOH 5 TH
Lo LA L. A DREIZBWTIE, K2, EH 285 L -0 Th - 72
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TH Y. S0FERDOFEFRELED S L WERRA DKo TR Th o7z, TOREK
Ty INSOMBEOER DS ORI, ZOHD HEROFEDFIAK L L2 5 DI
BT LT TWb W50 THD,

COWET, ZH0EHEE. [F] X7 apREZFROTTHY ., L) HE
BREILDEEEZRZLT L L) BHVRNIHRDOEZEZ T LT L TnEIEET
ELTWEDOT, ZOZEERMBILTLEIDTH S,

Sim (93, 124). %8, A5[HIX, Sim 12 & % Masson, G. (1989) ‘An Interview with
Kazuo Ishiguro, Contemporary Literature, 30.3. (343) >S4 U720

Sim (93). [k,

Sim 1 Z OFEMRNFHAZ O L) T2 FFo T B EICERH L, 20EME LT
“Ishiguro encourages readers to question assumptions they bring to the text” & &
LT W5he THARZEMMWIZH D VIZETICER L5 MoOEMRNLED
[PV THKRD L) 12l T %, “In this regard, ‘A Family Supper  hints
at the narrative sensibility underpinning the first two novels...” (93)

o] TEELZVHEOE I BT VR v 7 1L TV, 2O TIX
W, $habbiot INEbILTWD, UL, TOBIE, KOR)PTHR:
LIERBLTHWDLEVW) ZELTEDLD LNV,

VEMO TR BMEZ A DD E Y — Fid, Dickens @ Great Expectations |2
BWTPip 9N EL v ADFETHIET 2 ELDOMEBEOE Y a3 » & LT B Es) %5
H3d5,

BRRENZ L IC, KOBHCHEIZ, 79 ET7NVEE-> TELEL L W) LT, —Ff
DVEALEPETH L VB L, T, ATV, JBEICE, EPFEITTHS
LV ETIE, KEIEBRLEZ > TwasEWwi b, TOHET, iz kizdln
Wix. MV eEZRIBEOT ATV T4 74 OWFEI S IIfFR SN L b 2wz 5
DThHb, TOREIIF, RIZ7 7%, KEHICH EFICHETE20TH S, X
OHCBIEDIEELE LTiE, BlZIE, B L TERREBELSLETHL L WH 2
EbFHNEDL Lt @22, ABTFORRIHGFEIEVOIEL, 072
Ty BT A) MR H N REFFROMEB L BALZ L V) BIREZDO. 5
WiE, BEL WAL ERZAILEDTEL ), 22N, BB TE06T
HoT, FZADYEERELDOTH 5,

LA BT B HEORME L IBHROT A 72 7 14 7 4 RAlifEB R H 5 =
ETHHDIE, W) ETER\V, 7229 LoAkaid, b 2 iiilis b 0IET
T EHFER, HDHVIE, WHIZZNO 2RO RV E W) GIOFRIH B H 72
WMRTEDHL, TH) LHEICBCTE, 29 LABEZSEICBWT, 2450
EVPICHERE T 2008 v ) D, LFICBTLBREOREL 5 THSH ),
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