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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the six recital tours to Colonial Korea by the
Japanese soprano singer, NAGAI Ikuko (1893-1983) by examination of the
Korea Governor's Office newspaper, Keijo Nippo. As the result, forty one
articles have been found from 1928 to 1932, and it became clear that her recital
tours to Colonial Korea were supported strongly by the Kezjo Nippo, especially
in 1928 and 1932, followed by another private newspapers as the Fuzan Nippo
or Chosen Shimbun. Forty two recitals of her were reported by these articles,
although they are apparently only partial, in some of them containing the
details of the programs and the reaction of her audiences.

In her first tour in 1928, for commemorating the 100th anniversary of Franz
Schubert's death, her program was partly changed to focus on him. In the 1st
(1928) and 2nd (1930) tours, her programs were divided into three parts, that
is, 1) “famous European songs (Beethoven, Schubert et al.) translated into
Japanese”, 2) “selected songs of nine countries” (Japan, Manchuria, Russia,
Germany, America, England, Italy, France and another one), and 3) “new
Japanese songs with Japanese traditional instruments (Koto or Shamisen,
composed by MIYAGI Michio et al.)”. In the 6th tour (1932), the “famous
European songs translated into Japanese” section disappeared, and instead,
eight Japanese songs composed by Japanese composers were sung by her as
“new Japanese art songs . It means that she judged these songs worth to be
sung, after searching for such songs for many years.

As Evelyne Pieiller has argued in her Musique Maestra (1992), many female
musicians with splendid activities have been totally forgotten in music history,

and are waiting for their proper reevaluation. Nagai is one such example.

Keywords: NAGAI Tkuko, Keijo Nippo, Singing in Japanese Movement,
MIY AGI Michio
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