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Abstract

It could be assumed that the notion of zhe impurities of the Gentiles, conceived during the second temple
period after the exile, had relevance to the establishment of ancient Israel’s identity. This study pursues the
transition of the concept of impurity in ancient Israel and clarifies the connection between the situation where
the concept of impurity was used to draw an ethnic border and the occurrence of the exile from the perspective
of metaphor. It reveals that in the exilic context, Isracl’s moral impurity was depicted by the metaphor of a
woman of ritual impurity who had to be kept at a distance from the sancta in the meantime, and that the
impurity served as motivation for Israel’s ethnic community to become Aoly people after the exile, consecrating
themselves away from impurity. This concept of impurity is thought to have created an ethnic border, leading to

the formation of Isracl as a holy seed, and the origin of the impurities of the Gentiles.
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