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Abstract

This paper tries to describe the reality and significance of the joint performances of the soprano singer
NAGALI Ikuko (1893-1983) and the 4ofo musician MIYAGI Michio (1894-1956) since 1926. The following
points have been made clear through my examination of the related materials including newspaper articles, both
nationwide and local, music magazines, and concert programs.

First, their first three performances (October 31, 1926, November 7, 1926, and February 27, 1927) had
enormous responses.

Second, while Nagai in more than the first half year sang exclusively with Miyagi and the Shakubachi player
YOSHIDA Seifu among traditional Japanese musicians, she later tended to collaborate with local players in the
concerts outside Tokyo, and with Miyagi in Tokyo only.

Third, her collaboration with traditional Japanese musicians took place not only in at least 32 prefectures in
the Japanese mainland, but also in Colonial Sakhalin, Korea, Manchuria and Taiwan, and even in Shanghai. In
some concerts, a crowd of over a thousand people listened to Miyagi’s songs sung by Nagai, and Gramophone
trade unions held preliminary record concerts highlighting Nagai. Supported by the record industry and radio
broadcasting, playing of and listening to Miyagi’s songs sung by Nagai spread throughout the country.

Fourth, the partnership with Miyagi was significant for Nagai in realizing that the quality of the performance
and the audience’s reaction greatly depended on the skills and abilities of the accompanists. Nagai and Miyagi

gained great benefits from each other.
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