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Abstract

Some locales of the Kochi Prefecture hold summer festivals to display Shibai-e screens; a Tosa summer
tradition. Shibai-e screens are large two-panel folding screens painted by the artist Kinzo (1812-1876), populary
known as Ekin in the last days of the Tokugawa shogunate. During Japan’s modernization process, the
diversification of popular amusements resulted in a decline in the number of summer festivals that exhibited
Shibai-e screens. However, due to the historical context of Japan in the 1960s, Ekin and his works returned to
the public limelight. Shortly afterward, in 1977, the Ekin festival was organized in Akaoka, town in Kochi
Prefecture, to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of Ekin’s death. In 1993, the Tosa Ekin-Kabuki Densho-
kai Association was formed by the locals interested in the preservation of Shibai-e screens. In addition, in 2005,
the “Ekingura” (Ekin Memorial) was constructed in Akaoka to exhibit Ekin’s works. In 2012, the Museum of
Art, Kochi, proudly presented “Ekin: The Variegated Darkness” to commemorate the bicentennial of Ekin’s
birth. This paper analyzes and discusses various materials on the Ekin’s commemorations from the perspective

of sociology of collective memory.
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