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Abstract

This paper aims to trace the performance history of G. F. Handel’s oratorio Messiah at Kobe College as far
back as possible. Based on the investigations of the records concerning the concerts kept in the campus (the
Faculty of Music, the Library, the Historical Materials Room), and of related materials including newspapers,
books and articles, it gives an overview of the history of Messiah performances given by and at the College in
four chapters according to the periods: one prewar and three postwar.

Some vocal numbers of this work were sporadically performed at Kobe College as early as in the Meiji era
(1908, 1911) and the Taisho era (1925). World War II was followed by the period of joint performances with
other institutions (first with occupation soldiers, then mainly with Kwansei Gakuin University). In December
1949, Kobe College’s Music Department joined the full-length performance of this oratorio for the first time.
This period can be divided into (1) OSAWA Hisato’s era (1945-1954), and (2) David Larson’s era (1955-
1959) according to the main conductors’ names. In 1964, the current period of the Music Department’s
sponsorship arrived, in which Messiah is performed on a quadrennial basis.

My investigations have revealed that the materials in the campus are insufficient for about 10 years from
1945, especially concerning the music teacher Margaret Dow, who conducted Miessiah in 1951. Further

investigations of the documents outside the campus are still to be made.
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