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“The Influence of 7The Mi// on the
Floss on Sons and Lovers
Lawrence' s Reading of Eliot as a

Modern Tragedian”

MR ZFRRPERFRELRARE
D. H. Lawrence at the beginning of his writing
career was greatly influenced by George Eliot’s

The Mill on the Floss, which

Lawrence was fond of during his Eastwood period,

early works.

is an autobiographical novel and has a crucial
peculiarity in common with Lawrence’s Sons and
Lovers, which also could be regarded as his
half-autobiographical work.

Sons and Lovers deals with Paul Morels
attachment to his mother and his inward struggle
and unconscious yearning for liberation from

her. This novel can be read as a ‘modern tragedy’

because Paul’s spiritual quest, accompanied by
emotional suffering, is deeply rooted in the
historical, religious change from the ancient
Greek worship to Christianity which Lawrence
must have thought to be the crucial element of
modern tragedy.

Similarly, as Eliot depicts Maggie Tulliver
in The Mill on the Floss, she delienates the
growth of her moral conscience which ironically
drags her into dilemmas and a tragic destiny.
The result of Maggie's struggle is her
renunciation of her love, which Lawrence
criticized in his letter. Behind his criticism
lies his own interpretation and definition of
the cause of modern tragedy that is the
historical movement from the old pagan worship
to Christianity. Lawrence’s original interpretation
of Maggie’s plot clearly shows his concept of
modern tragedy, and he practices the
inheritance from Eliot’s novels in Sons and
Lovers.

In this respect, I will discuss the commen
feature and the difference between the two
novels. Both authors handled their personal
history as literary materials for their works
and tried to produce tragic novels which
represent the clue to the problems of modern
British society. Furthermore, supposing
Lawrence’s conception of modern tragedy was
influenced by his early reading of Eliot’s novels,
I would examine Lawrence’s interpretation of the
term ‘tragedy’, as it appears inhis writing, and
compare it with that of Eliot who loved Greek
tragedies and deeply respected Aristotle’s

Poetics.
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KEERYE-T
The Need to Reform the KCELS Concept
#mxefa#ie Yolanda Alfaro Tsuda

The Kobe College English Literary Society
(KCELS) held its a special lecture and graduate
student presentations last November 30, 2007,
marking the 32™ year since its first inception
in 1975.
coordinating the event and inviting a special

I was given the responsibility of

lecturer.

My first impulse was not to accept the
responsibility because the gathering is a venue
for graduate students of literature, linguistics and
interpreting/translation to present their
research. I initially felt that having me as
the coordinator was inappropriate since I am
with the Global Communication {(GC) Section which
has no direct links with the graduate school.
In addition, the contents of the classes that are
offered in GC have little or nothing to do with
literature, linguistics and interpreting.
However, for the sake of creating an atmosphere
of unity and cooperation, I accepted the
responsibility.

The daunting problem that I faced was to find
a lecturer on a topic that could relate to all
sections of the English Department. Literature,
linguistics and interpreting/translation are

fields which I have no expertise. In the midst

of scratching my mind for an idea, I recalled a
stage play that I watched in Tokyo, 23/ L&)
¥ &, performed by an all-student cast and
written by Hirata Oriza, the leading figure in
modern theater in Japan and whose collaborative
works have been performed not only nationally
but internationally. He is also a regular
commentator on social issues on television and
newspapers.

I do not know him personally, but I heard that
he is with Osaka University. I asked for an
introduction from his former student, and
indirectly, to invite him to Kobe College. He
graciously accepted the invitation. The rest
His lecture entitled [StEEDBRM
{Z3pi7 T stressed the importance of understanding

is history.

the context of the message, of communicating and
relating all fields of learning to attain good
relationships with all people in a globalized
His topic thus united all the fields of
learning within the English department.

world.

It was too unfortunate, however, that for a
person of Hirata Oriza’ s stature, very few
attended his lecture. Thus, more efforts to
publicize future KCELS events should be done to
appeal to a wider and bigger audience. In
addition, excellent undergraduate research papers
written by Global Communication Section majors
could also be presented to mirror the current
situation of the English Department which is
vastly different from the time when KCELS
started thirty—seven years ago.

Lastly, KCELS means Kobe College English
Literary Society, or # & FffH v FEE. 1
First, the
English Department is not exclusively focused on

Second, a “society” or “%F

think this is now a misnomer.

literature anymore.
£”  could exist more meaningfully if it does not
only come alive once a year and does not continue
with a roster of involuntary and “ghost”

members who do not even have the occasion to meet
Therefore, the

purpose and content, and even the name of KCELS,

each other in another setting.

should be rethought of to mirror the realities
of the present time under which the English

department exists.
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Expectations and Experiences: Children,
Childhood and Children’s Literature (Clare
Bradford and Valerie Coghlan #&. 43 . Pied
Piper Publishing, 20074E7 A ¥I)
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