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Abstract

In the ‘Movement for Singing in Japanese (1925-1941) led by soprano
singer NAGAI Ikuko (1893-1983), the performance tour in the fall of 1929
stands out, in that it was tied up with Lait White Powder Cosmetics, run by
HIRAO Sampei Shoten, Ltd. The purpose of this paper is to clarify its details
and to consider its social significance.

As a result of this survey, it has become clear that she gave eleven recitals
in late September: four in Tokyo, one in Yokohama, four in Osaka, one in Kobe,
and one in Kyoto; and twelve recitals in mid-November: one in Nara, one in
Wakayama, one in Okayama, two in Takamatsu, one in Matsuyama, one in
Hiroshima, three in Fukuoka, one in Kumamoto, and one in Oita. Every concert
drew a large audience.

These concerts were held to promote the release of the new beauty lotion
“Lait Sopra”, and the catchphrase “Soprano for your ears and Sopra for your
hands” was also used. This was presumably propagated nationwide through
the network of cosmetics stores and Lait customers associations in various
regions, while making heavy use of newspaper advertisements.

Although classical concerts sponsored by cosmetics companies flourished in
Japan in the 1970s, Nagai's were extremely pioneering examples, taking place

as early as in 1929.
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