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Abstract

In the 1850s Gothic rose against the unity of Classicism. The school of Ruskin was fascinated and surprised
by the savageness and strength of unrestrained curves in northern Gothic which ignored rules. Phillip Webb
called this spirit “the strength of what I've called barbaric” while William Morris was pleased to “think of
barbarism once more flooding the world, with real feelings and passions.” Webb liked ugliness, while the
Ecclesiologist warned that the architect William Butterfield had the same taste. Butterfield paid the closest
attention to not losing the architectural features of earlier ages because he was against the idea that reformation
created beauty and thought it was important to preserve ugliness and barbarism in original buildings. Then
Morris started the “Anti-Scrape”. The simplicity of pulpits designed by Butterfield reflects the characteristics of
the early Gothic furniture designed by Webb for the Morris Company, and it also connects the simple furniture
of A. W. Pugin with the early works of Webb and Morris.
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Large and imposing from the outside, it has Butterfield’s typical and profuse decorations within:
bands of coloured Devonshire marble; encaustic tiles; an elaborate marble front. It has remained in

the Anglo-Catholic tradition. (J375)
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...we went to All Saints’ Margaret Street. I wanted to see if my old enthusiasm was a mistake....
Still the rich nobility of the tracery in the open arches of the sanctuary and the touching and
passionate curves of the lilyings in the ironwork under the baptistery arch marked his genius to me

as before. But my eye was fagged with looking at picture. (] 248)
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Then I went...to Butterfield’s Church at Babbicombe. It is odd and the oddness at first sight

outweighed the beauty. ...the steeple rather detached...with an odd openwork diaper of freestone
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over marble pieces on the tower/ and on the spire scale-work, and with turrets at corners. ...Inside

chancel-arch much as at St. Alban’s, Holborn—a cross and lozenges in freestone enclosing black-
and-white patterned tiles set in chequer and the pattern, more by suggestion than outright, passing
from one to the other.... ... Medallions by east window/ alternate inscapes—all five-spoked
wheels or roses—odd. ... Wrought brass chancel gates with a running inscape not quite satisfying,
continued by deep marble party-wall (as at Margaret Street) pierced by quatrefoils. Very graceful
gasjets from the walls. (J 254-255)
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I hope you will long continue to work out your beautiful and original style. I do not think this
generation will ever much admire it. They do not understand how to look at a Pointed building as a
whole having single form governing it throughout.... And very few people seem to care for pure

beauty of line, at least till they are taught to. (Thompson 305)
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I have no more faith than a grain of mustard in the future of ‘civilization’ I know now it is doomed
to destruction— probably before very long. What a joy it is to think of, and how often it consoles
me to think of barbarism once more flooding the world, with real feelings and passions— however
rudimentary— taking the place of our wretched hypocrisies.

(Lethaby, Letters of William Morris, p. 236)
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Ringsfield church
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Arthur Stansfield Dixon, Millbank estate
Birmingham Guild of Handicraft
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