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Abstract

This is an overview of the first three decades of the family sociological research in Japan which is influenced
by Ethnomethodology and Conversation Analysis (hereafter EMCA). Some Japanese sociologists of education
started to analyze interactions between parents and children from the perspective of EMCA in the 1990s (e.g.,
Seiya 1994). A few family sociologists inspired by EMCA followed by using its methods to examine ‘what is
family ? (e. g., Tabuchi 1996). The 2000s saw some young family sociologists published empirical studies using
EMCA (e.g., Kashida and Terashima 2003). They featured analysis of membership categorization devices,
combining EMCA with social constructivism. CA-based studies of interactions between mothers who gathered
in child raising support places (kosodate hiroba) also appeared in the same decade (Toe 2007, 2008). Throughout
the 2010s, some monographs of family sociology influenced by EMCA, including Kido (2010), Matsuki (2013),
and Kinoshita (2019) were published as well as an ethnography of osodate hiroba (Toe 2018). At the same time,
more various fields of research in family sociology were approached in light of EMCA during the 2010s. For
instance, conferences between family members and care managers of elderly persons were analyzed by using CA
(Nakagawa 2016). Moreover, the 2010s saw innovations in research methods for doing research in EMCA in
family sociology. For an example, Fujiwara (2011) described the use of membership categorization devices in
texts in leaflets for preventing suicides. To conclude, these thirty years has brought steady development to
EMCA in family sociology in Japan. However, vast uncharted fields of family sociology await us to explore by
using EMCA methods in the decade to come.
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