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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the contribution of the translator HORIUCHI Keizo (1897-1983) to the “Singing
in Japanese” Movement started by the soprano singer NAGAI Tkuko (1893-1983) in 1925.

NAGALI declared to break three practices of the Japanese musical world of that time, namely, (1) to sing
western art songs in the western languages, (2) to invite guest musician(s) to the recital for special performance,
(3) to charge pupils with a certain number of tickets. Arousing controversy in the then young musical world of
Japan, she showed the possibility of the Japanese language for sung high-art texts, by giving recitals all over
Japan and also by radio performances. It was an actualization of her long-standing conception of her mother
tongue from her student years.

Having translated numerous western song texts from his youth, HORIUCHI made effort to produce
broadcasting programs with Japanese translations in his directorship in the Japan Broadcasting Corporation
(1926-1931) and also to make it recognized in some journal articles. He translated expressly for NAGAI
numerous texts for the songs by Richard Strauss, Hugo Wolf and others.

NAGAI and HORIUCHI shared the view that it was necessary to begin artistic singing in Japan with
Japanese translations of western art song texts, in consideration of the knowledge and understanding both of
the musicians and of the “new audience”, which was enormously enlarged by the start of radio broadcasting in
1925. They aimed through it to encourage Japanese musicians to compose high-quality Japanese art songs.

Fortunately enough, NAGAI started her movement soon before HORIUCHI’s entering to the Japan
Broadcasting Corporation. It was by their cooperation that the “Singing in Japanese” Movement made a
successful start. Their breakup to come in five years by a trivial conflict may be considered to be a necessary
result of their sublime but different ideals.
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