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Minamoto-no-Toshizane Who was a Police and Judicial Chief, Described as ‘Loved Waka Poems’.
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Abstract

Given the literarily fragmented Japanese poetries described in ‘Egyoushu’, this manuscript collected the
achievements of waka poem by Minamoto-no-Toshizane (1046-1119), who lived out as his life as a military
officer, and the collection includes waka poems written at the Uta-awase. Also, this study ascertained his official
history, and investigated the part of ‘Egyoushu’.

Political activities of Toshizane, as a political and judicial chief or a chief councillor of state, was conveyed, and
3 pieces of corresponding waka poems was collected in ‘Kinyou-wakasyu’, ‘Senzai-wakasyu’” and ‘Shintyokusen-
wakasyu’, one by one.

The main documents highlighted in this study are 3 pieces of waka poems and lyrics, being comprised of only
31 lines, have never been discussed, while all documents were shown in “Text and study on ‘Egyoushu’” (by
Morio Kumamoto, Oufuusya, 1978) and a commentary on ‘Egyoushu’ by ‘Shikasyu-taisei’.

This part has the extraordinarily unique content and the poetry story about Toshizane. The documents deals
with the period during Toshizane was a young officer and a political and judicial chief, in the former and the
latter part of it, respectively.

Meanwhile, one of those 3 pieces was shown in ‘Goshui-wakasyu’ as the last waka poem of a volume ‘“Zou 3,
which was written by Joutoumonin-no-tyujou, and the author added some discussion because that exhibits
distinct situations of writing poems from those of the lyrics.

Toshizane, portrayed as the man who loved waka poems in the lyrics, was described as a political and judicial
chief who wrote the love waka poems with readiness of wit and declared a thief not guilty because he wrote
remarkable waka poems.

The lyrics, which described vividly an aspect of Toshizane, highlighted his appearance that he joined the poem

circles of Emperor Horikawa although he only wrote a few waka poems.

Keywords: Minamoto-no-Toshizane, ‘Goshui-wakasyu’, Joutoumonin-no-tyujou, ‘Egyoushu’
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