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Abstract

This paper discusses a field study course conducted in Bangladesh as an
example of how we can introduce fieldwork to our students and suggests
filmmaking as a method of study. The Bangladesh Fashion Field Study
(BFFS), which I conducted with my co-instructor in February 2020, examined
Bangladesh fashion from two aspects: the export-oriented garment industry
and the transformation of the local fashion culture. Problems in Bangladesh's
garment industry are widely recognized as a global issue. Therefore in order to
prevent the field study from becoming a “confirmation tour” of preconceptions,
especially of “developing countries,” I encouraged students to investigate local
fashion and to think about how global and local industries and cultures are
negotiated. This was done through making a film, as the processes of filming
and editing could allow students to carefully interpret the video footage they
shot in the field.

Bangladesh is a field where various poverty reduction and social
development projects have been carried out since independence in 1971, and
where many international NGOs and universities have developed field
education programs in collaboration with local NGOs. Although Bangladesh
society has been an arena of development studies, it is currently undergoing
major changes, including in the nature of its international relations with other
countries. Through the BFFS, I invite students to Bangladesh to discover what

can be considered collective “global issues.”
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