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Yamada, Michio

The Postwar Rapid Economic Growth and

Regional Development Planning

Résumé

Japan’s postwar economy has grown at an average annual rate
more than 10% in real terms. Such economic growth has been
looked upon as the “ Japanese miracle.”

The Japanese economy has been operated with the strength
gained through high-growth, and has turned into private plants
and equipment investments which have furthered growth. Govern-
ment policies emphasized the expansion of the economic growth,
and regional development policies have also directed toward the
same aim,

The rapid economic growth brought about an excessive concent-
ration of population and industries in or near the big cities along
the Pacific coast, where 73% of industrial production is concent-
rated.

Our government is now facing with more and more difficulties
on account of eliminating not only the disadvantages of urban and
rural areas, but also a wide difference between the two.

It is said that it is the most important domestic task for Japan
to promote successfully its positive reform of domestic, industrial,
and regional economic structure. And yet, there are increasing
civil movements opposing to these new industrial constructions
and to regional developments, and so forth.



