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June 10% 2014

Dr. Koichi Mori
Chancellor and the Chair of the Board of Trustees

40



Kobe College
4-1 Okadayama, Nishinomiya-city
Hyogo, 662-8505

Japan

Dear Dr. Mori,

What exciting news to hear that Kobe College’s Okadayama campus has been
designated an Important Cultural Property by Japan's Council for Cultural
Affairs. This is something that we have always believed: that Kobe College,
designed and built by the impressive architect William Merrell Vories, is a

sacred place and deserves this national recognition.

Many of the KCC-JEE board members have spent time on the Okadayama
campus as students, professors, teachers, and guests, and each has his or her
own fond memories. Here are a few images that stand out in people’s minds

when they reflect on their time spent on your beautiful campus:

The sight of Kabuto-yama as a backdrop to the buildings; one of the first things I
learned is that it was Helmet Head mouniain—so descriptive! Kenwood House,
hidden in the back of campus, such a mixture of Western and Japanese aesthetics
and surrounded by hydrangea. Also, the atmospheric wisteria, which always
made me think of Lady Murasaki Shikibu. The sight of the sun reflecting off the
red rooftops as students competed I Sports Day events.

The sparkling floors if the auditorium. We learned that the cleaning people
polished the wooden floor by hand with bran of the rice wrapped in the cloth

(Japanese odl way of polishing the wooden floor.)
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Long ago when there was nothing but rice fields from the train station to the hill,
all of the now “ancient” folks marveled that the campus standing on the hill

looked like a jeweled crown. We were proud to tell the people where we studied.

The auditorium and the chapel provided a great environment to quiet myself

before getiing busy with classes.

I remember Kenwood House mostly as the residence for single missionaries with
Kimura-San as the housekeeper. My apartment had been Charlotte DeForest’s
rooms. I remember English faculty Christmas parties there, entertaining the
exchange students and the Tanabala Festival with the dormitory students. But
my Javorite place at Kenwood House was the screened in porch that looked down
toward Mondo Yakujin and on to Nishinomiva. We could see the baseball

stadium when it was lit for a game.

I enjoyed the large playing field with the track that was used for Sports Day and
the Bazaar. Sometimes I would run on it early in the morning. The wisteria
arbor was nearby and lovely in the spring or for taking pictures anytime. The
walkway back to Kenwood House was lined with cherry trees that bloomed as

school began in the spring.

The chapel butlding with the motio “Ai Shin, Ai Rin” (love God, love neighbor)
was impressive to me. In front was the grass we called “natsuyasumiso” or
summer vacation grass because that’s when it bloomed. Inside I have memories
of the classes singing Christmas carols as well as the candlelight service. I
enjoyed having my own hymn book in kana so I could sing along even if I didn’t

understand the meaning.
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When I visited Kobe College it felt so peaceful as I wandered around the campus
drinking in the architecture, the grand auditorium, the grounds, and the views.
Everything seemed so well cared for, just like the students. When it wa time to

go, I was overcome with the feeling of not wanting to leave.

My favorite place is the Shakespeare Garden. Early on during my year at KC, [
was having a snack there and was befriended by a black cat. That cat (kuro
neko—that was her only name!) knew that I was a good target. Soon I was bringing
cans of cat food and she and I would often have lunch together. Students, faculty,
and grounds staff would stop by—curious about the visiting professor and neko-
chan. Sometimes, they would join for lunch or a snack or conversation in that

splendid spot!

Though we often used the back gate because it was closer to Kenwood House,
walking up through the front gate was so lovely because of the trees and flowers.
And then to arrive at the plateau with the beautiful buildings, we felt so

appreciative to live and work at such a green, spacious place.

We are proud that our predecessors had the vision and generosity to have made
such a significant contribution to assist in the creation of the Okadayama
campus. Our connection to the campus is deep and abiding and it is our
pleasure to be a part of an organization which continues to provide support for

Kobe College.

Best,
Boord 5 Buneton G EcTEE
Board of Directors,

Kobe College Corporation-Japan Education Exchange
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