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Abstract

Underlying the depictions which contrast human beings and nature in Hebrew Scripture and Second Temple
Jewish literature, we can see a viewpoint similar to that of seeking nature (@Voig) through perceptible
phenomena. The concept of the “Fear of God” in the wisdom tradition and the concept of “moral impurity” in
ancient Israel are principles which have a universal perspective targeting gentiles also. Here we see a similarity
with the viewpoint which connects universal order with social-moral order. In ancient Israel, however, this idea
of universality is the principle that connects God’s sovereignty with the order underlying all creation under the
concept of “the only God” and “the Creator God.” Following this conception Second Temple Jewish literature
developed the idea that the ordering of creation (i. e. creatures) by God is according to God’s law. And this idea,
it could be argued, later became the foundation for acceptance of gentiles in early Christianity as it diverged

from the second temple Judaism.
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