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Abstract

This essay aims to clarify Théodore de Banville’s concept of Realism. For Banville, who was a poet and a
critic, the representative figure of Realism was the painter Gustave Courbet. In Banville’s criticisms, plays, and
poems, Courbet is condemned and caricatured as a painter who pursues ugliness. In his satirical poem
“Realism”, Banville skillfully interweaves Romanticist clichés with the ridicule of the Realist school. Banville
appears to recognize the Realist magazine’s accusation that the poetry is futile fantasy, but he overcomes it in
the form of a double satire. Banville, however, never cites a specific literary work as an example of Realism. The
reason for this is that for him, Realism does not mean the faithful imitation of nature; but rather, it means the
representation of something uglier than reality. The works that embody the aesthetics of Realism are no longer
literature for Banville, an advocate for art for art’s sake. On the other hand, Banville was aiming for a new style
of poetry where lyricism and humor were combined. If that was the case, it can be said that Banville was also

confronting reality through poetry in a way different from that of Realism.
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21) Ibid., p. 322.

22) Th. de Banville, Buvres poétiques complétes, t. V, textes établis, notices, variantes et notes par Peter J. Edwards,
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26) Réalisme, présentation de Gilles Castagnes, op. cit., p. 14.
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