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Abstract

Kumano-Nada Sea is a coast facing the Pacific Ocean in the southeastern part of the Kii Peninsula. In the
1960s, the first movement against nuclear power plants began in Ashihama on the coast of Kumano-nada; since
then, a total of nine projects have been blocked on the Kii Peninsula. The movement in Ashihama in 1963 is
considered to be Japan’s first full-scale anti-nuclear power plant movement and became an important model for
future activism against nuclear power plants on the coast of the Kumano-Nada.

In this paper, we attempt to frame the movement against the nuclear power plant in Ashihama as an initial
condition for the residents of the coast of the Kumano-Nada who opposed nuclear power plants. To do so, we
use records of the movement to reconstruct its process and consider its characteristics. We found that fishermen
had shared negative experiences of sea pollution due to coastal development in the 1950s and 1960s. Because of
this, they had a cautious attitude toward the many unknowns around the large-scale development of nuclear
power plants and were strongly motivated to learn about the potential concerns. Power companies considered
areas on the coast of Kumano-Nada as ideal for nuclear power plant sites because they were depopulated and
isolated. The fishermen, however, were connected through the sea even if they were not in the same
administrative divisions; they could therefore share information through their preexisting network and support
each other in their movement against the power plants. Future activist movements learned from the solidarity of

the fishermen and used these strategies to prevent other nuclear power projects.

Keywords: Kumano-Nada Sea, the movement against nuclear power plant construction,
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