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Summary

PERFORMANCE AND SOLIDARITY
Takuzo Isobe

Hypothesizing that the members of a modern industrial society
internalize various forms of performance value in their childhood, and
that emphasis on performance, particularly that on relative excellence,
creates both intra-individual and inter-individual tensions, and that
therefore some way of tension management must be available to them,
955 essays by children in a primary school have been content-analyzed
in terms of four performancé-value complexes, i.e., emphasis on eff-
ort, emphasis on goal or task orientations, evaluations of performan-
ces in personal longitudinal perspectives, and those in inter-individual
comparative perspectives, and associated sentiments. Also used in this
connction is a part of the results of a research questionnaire admini-
stered to 166 children in three primary schools including the aforemen-
tioned one. Out of these limited data, the following tentative conclu-
sions were obtained. (a) Of the four performance-value complexes,
children’s primary affective concern is over relative evaluations.

(b) But relative evaluations create intra-individual tensions typically
represented by inferiority consciousness. (c) These tensions are more
or less reduced by evaluations of personal develoment and of effort as
itself (aside from other possible ways of tension management), these
evaluations possibly serving as a “minimum guarantee.” But when this
minimum guarantee is threatened, or appreciations from significant
others in these terms are withdrawn. a claim for “existence value”
may arise. (d) Relative evaluations also create inter-individual tensions,
though expressions of antagonistic sentiments are more or less controlled.

On the management of these tensions, no directly relevant data
were available, but a suggestive one was obtained from an analysis
of the research questionnaire: A positive correlation is observed bet-
ween orientations to competitive situations or relative excellence and
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orientations to contribution value, and a negative correlation is
observed between the former and orientations to integration value
(using K. Sakuda’s terminology based on his modified Parsonian pa-
radigm). These correlations may be interpreted by applying the well-
known dichotomy between performance and quality, and the common
factor underlying the first correlation may be further specified because
contribution value emphasizes pragmatically defined relative excellence
rather than achievements in terms of objective standards or personal
development. However, an additional, but nonetheless important inter-
pretation of the relation between orientations to relative excellence
and those to contribution value is possible by assuming a balance
between the motivational functions of the former and legitmating fun-
ctions of the latter, or on the leyel of a social system, between ince-
ntives and canalization. It seems plausibe to assume at least that
contribution value enhances or makes up for solidarity impaired by
competitive activities, “substantially” through its canalizing functions,
and at least “subjectively” through its legitimating functions. If this
interpretation is correct, it indicates a “cultural solution” for inter-
individual tensions arising from relative evaluations, a relatively stable,
and probably latent cultural constellation availabe to the members of
our society.



