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Summary

Understanding of Paul Tillich’s
Theology of Culture

Hiroshi Shigeru

Tillich defines culture, cultura, as that which takes care of some-
thing, keeps it alive, and makes it grow. In this way, man can culti-
vate everything he encounters, but in doing so, he does not leave
the cultivated objéct unchanged ; he creates something new from it.
Culture creates sqmething new beyond the encountered reality.

There is a development of Tillich’s theolgy of culture. In his first
article on culture, “Ueber die Ideée einer Theologie der Kultur” (1919),
he says that his theology of culture is oriented to Nietzsche’s con-
éepﬁon of ‘the creative’ commlemented by Hegel’s ‘objective-historical
Spirit.” This idea  develops in the article “Aspects of a religious
analysis of culture” (1956), saying “Religion as ultimate concern is
the meaning-giving substance ‘of culture, and culture is the totality
of forms in which the basic concern of religion expresses itself. In
abbreviation : religion is the substance of culture, culture is the form
of religion.” Finally he mentions in his Systematic Theology, vol. 1II
(1963), that religion cannot express itself even in a meaningful
silence without culture, from which it takes all forms of meaningful
expression, and that culture loses its depth and inexhaustibility with-
out the ultimacy of the ultimate.

This article points out some characteritics of this development of
Tillich’s theology of culture.



